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Chapter 1: “Single Women’s Club” 


“| couldn’t remember the last time | fell in love. | wanted to forget about love since 
my ex cheated on me with someone else. Around 1994, in the suburbs of NY, | was 
in my early 20’s going to college to become a filmmaker. | have always loved the 
art of film since | was a little kid. It distracted me from rough times. In the fall of 94’, 
| decided to produce my first film project called Peirre, based on an old story about 
a clown who was cheated on...at least that’s what my ex thought of me, a fool. 


On acold & windy day, | decided to go out for a walk in the park. It was the 
weekend which relieved me because | didn’t really like college too much but my 
mother still wanted me to go regardless. As | walked in the ambience of orange 
fallen leaves & cars passing by, | found a black stray cat with neon green crystal 
eyes. | was definitely taking it home with me since | loved animals. As | picked it up 
and continued walking, my friend Hannah was seen sitting on the bench at the park. 
“Hey, girl! What’s up?” She greeted me as | replied “Just enjoying the season, what 
about you?” 


She crossed her arms and sighed “My boyfriend dumped me so I’m just calming 
down here to avoid slapping him in the damn face.” | then chuckle. “Well, now you 
know how | feel. Welcome to the single women’s club.” She then sighs one more 
time. “Gee & he even stopped talking to me, he just ignores me now. It’s like he has 
no feelings.” | then replied “Look, men have feelings too...it’s just, they show it 
differently, you know?” She then rolls her eyes “Yeah, too differently.” | then 
decided to cheer her up and walk her to the cafe. The cafe was lit with halloween 
lights...and of course, cigarette smoke. 


“So, Debra...tell me. How’s the film project going?” She asked as | then replied. 
“Pretty good...although, something seems missing.” 

She then raises her eyebrows in curiosity. “Wait, what's missing?” | then replied 
“Good actors.” 

We both laughed and continued to eat our sandwiches. We walked back home that 
evening as | held my new pet cat. | decided to name her Bella, after my 
grandmother. The next day was Sunday, so | decided to go to the supermarket and 
buy some pet food. | then catched a taxi and went back to my place to feed Bella. 


| then ordered some chinese food and watched horror films all that day. Phantom of 
the Opera was gonna be my next project since most of my film projects are based 
on all of my relationships. 

Hannah then called me. In those days, there were no smartphones...only wired 
ones. So, | picked up the phone and answered “Hello?” She then replied “Hey, 
Debra. It’s Hannah. | have good news!” My eyes widened. “What’s the good news, 
tell me.” She then replied “I just found the man of my dreams! His name is Chris, 
he’s so fine.” 

| then giggled “Already? Well, I’m happy for you. Hopefully things turn out well.” 


| was happy for her but a bit envious...since | still had no one. | was a rather good 
looking woman, short black hair, green eyes, caucasian, tall but plus size. | always 
thought of losing more weight...back then, skinny was in & | wasn’t that. | don’t 
even know how | ever had so many boyfriends to begin with. My friend Hannah was 
slim, Jamaican, had sparkly brown eyes, pretty with long brown hair. | met her 
during highschool, she was a part time model. | would never have the chance to 
become one. The next day, | was back to class. | packed up my camera and was 
ready to resume my project. It was a huge theater room in the back of the building, 
pretty Victorian and antique looking. 


There were 10 students participating in my film and my film teacher Mr. Price would 
grade it. Nervous? Yes. Excited? Yeah...a little. “So, | see you’re late once again.” 
Mr. Price raised his eyebrows. My heart skipped a beat after that. “Yeah, | had to 
run a couple of errands first. Sorry.” He then replies “Ah, | see. Well, start filming. 
The students are already dressed.” | then went on to produce the 2nd and 3rd 
scenes. It was hard work but | managed. After that, | had lunch break. A few women 
from my class joined me. One was Barbra, she was blonde but rugged, always wore 
black and leather jackets and smoked cigarettes. The other was Sarah, bubbly, girly 
and a redhead. Then was Lisa, a pain in my ass sometimes, she was rich and 
spoiled, brunette with brown eyes. 


She always talked about the latest fashions which bored me to death. Barbra 
approached me “Hey, girly. Whatcha up to?” | then replied “Well, the film project is 
going okay, | guess.” Lisa then replied “Film? You should get into fashion design 


instead. Most filmmakers are hairy truck drivers.” Sarah then budded in “Um, 
excuse me? But how do you know if that’s the case? If that’s what Debra is 
passionate about then she should go for it.” Lisa then rolls her eyes and states 
“Okay, okay. Whatever. Gotta go, my boyfriend is waiting for me in his car.” (Walks 
away as we all start laughing) “Gee, what a stuck up little bitch.” Barbra says. “1 
know, that’s Lisa.” Sarah says. “Hey, guys. | heard there's a club on 5th avenue. 


We should go.” | announced “That sounds banger. I’m in” Barbra says as Sarah 
agrees. “I'll make sure to tell Lisa and Hannah too.” | said. “Okay, so when?” Sarah 
asked. “Soon, probably Next weekend on Saturday.” | replied. Barbra then replies 
“Sounds good to us. We’ll meet you there.” Sarah then asked “How’s your friend 
Hannah? Has she gotten over that asswhole yet?” | then replied “Yup, she has a 
new man. Chris, | believe.” Barbra then says “Oh really...nopefully, he’s a keeper 
this time.” After we all chatted, we went on back to class. That evening, | fed the cat 
and started to read a magazine. | saw Club Z in the papers, they were having 
different celebrities performing by next saturday. 


| was thrilled. Back then, music was different. It had innocence to it unlike 
nowadays. | couldn’t wait. That night, | made some tea and drifted to bed. A couple 
of days later, | continued working on my film. “You know. Debra...you are a hard 
worker.” Mr. Price said. “Thanks. | just got too down on myself, that’s all.” He then 
smirks at me. “Well, that is very common for creative minds like you. You'll get used 
to it.” | smiled at him. | really needed such positive feedback. As | walked back 
home, | ran into Hannah again. “Hey, Debra!” | then reply “Hey, Hannah. How’s 
your new boyfriend treating you?” She then replied “Good. He’s a smooth talker.” 


| then responded “Well, I’m very happy for you, Hannah. Say, there’s a celebrity 
bash on Saturday at Club Z. Wanna come?” Hannah then nods “Sure! Sounds fun. 
How’s your new pet?” | then showed Bella where | kept her in my pockabook. 
“Awww, isn’t she the cutest thing I’ve ever seen!” Hannah holds her. “I know, | 
found her in the street. Thankgod she doesn’t have fleas or anything.” | said as we 
continued to walk to my apartment. That evening we ordered pizza and watched 
movies. Hannah didn’t like scary movies so | just switched to romance. 


“You know, one day. One of your films could be released.” Hannah says as | sigh. “If 
only things were that easy.” | replied. “Look, Debra...you have great goals, that's all 
where it starts.” She said as | smiled. “I’m glad | have a friend like you. The way you 
looked after me when my ex cheated, | say you’re my best buddy.” She then replied 
“Of course, Debra. Anything for you.” 

Later on, on Friday. | was exhausted and worn out from school. | decided to fake 
being sick that day and stay in bed until the big event the next day. 


| received so many calls, from Hannah, Barbra, Lisa & Sarah. They all wanted to 
know if | was okay and | said yes. | decided to rest myself first before | went to the 


clothing store to buy an outfit. After | got my rest, Hannah & | decided to go to the 
clothing store. It was filled with Theirry Mugler outfits, a famous 90’s fashion icon 
that Lisa was blabbering to me about. | decided to buy a turquoise evening dress 
with black stockings and black pumps. The dress was made with black rhinestones 
and had a black thick choker that came with it which was a trend of that time. 
Hannah just bought an expensive fur jacket from there & a pair of boots. 


We then headed towards the cafe again and got us a grab to eat. “I can’t wait for 
Saturday, | heard 

Seal is performing too, along with Sting!” Seal was a singer who wrote the song 
“Kiss from a Rose” which was my favorite tune at the time. | was thrilled to see him 
perform on stage. “Really? He’s coming here to NY???” | asked excitedly. “Yup.” 
Hannah smiled. | was super excited to go to Club Z on Saturday, | bought tickets 
and everything. What | didn’t know was that I'd be having a mysterious encounter 
that night. 


Chapter 2: A Strange Encounter 


Saturday was the day. | decided to just rest and chill until 6 0’ clock. Halloween was 
just around the corner also. There was an upcoming frat Halloween party and | 
decided to go when it took place. That evening, | got dressed, sat in my vanity 
mirror and applied on red lipstick and brushed my hair. | put on my old long black 
blazer jacket that | had for 2 years. | called Hannah, Barbra, Lisa & Sarah as we all 
met up at my place. “Not bad taste for a filmmaker.” Lisa stated. | chuckled and 
thanked her. “You look gorgeous, Debra.” Hannah said as | hugged her. We all were 
driven by Chris, Hannah’s boyfriend. He was handsome, African American with big 
brown eyes. 

He greeted us all as we got in. 


“So, Hannah...| didn’t know Chris was such a hunk.” Hannah then said giggling “Oh 
back off, Lisa.” Lisa laughs along with her as we listen to music in the car. “Okay, 
ladies...where here!” Chris says as we all walk into the club. Thirty minutes passed 
as we enjoyed the celebrities performing. “George Micheal was on stage performing 
“Too Funky” as we jammed to it, | was just sitting down clapping my hands as my 
friends and Chris were dancing along with the other club members. | ordered 
whiskey and drank most of it fast...too fast. 


Hannah then sat with me. “So, how are you? Enjoying yourself?” | then reply “Oh 
yes, this is paradise.” After that performance ended, then came my favorite, Seal 
was next and performed “Kiss From A Rose.” | nearly had tears in my eyes, it 


reminded me of my ex and I. Hannah then asked “Hey, Debra. Are you alright?” | 
then snapped out of it and smiled “Yeah. I’m fine.” | answered, drinking another 
glass of whiskey. | then sensed someone as if they were watching me. | quickly 
looked to my right as | saw a man staring into my soul. He was beautiful yet unique 
looking. 


He had this long flowy black hair that went down to his back, freckles, brownish lips, 
big pouty & smokey light hazel eyes, tall & skinny but lean. He wore a vest with no 
sleeves with his chest out & had on black trousers. He made my heart ache, he was 
so stunning. Our eyes locked into one another as he walked over to me. “Hi, I’m 
James and what may you be?” | then stutter a little but somehow catch it. “I-l’m 
Debra.” | say timidly. (We shook hands as he offered me to slow dance to my Seal’s 
one hit wonder. He held me as | held onto him. A tear fell out of my eye as | thought 
this was a dream come true. 


| noticed Barbra, Lisa, Sarah & Hannah looked. “Not fair! Who is that hunk?” Lisa 
said. “Seems to me that Debra just found her Mr. Right.” Hannah adds. “Hey, aren’t 
| supposed to be the only hunk around here?” Chris says. Minutes passed by as the 
performance was over. James and | decided to sit down. “I feel sick...” | said as | 
started to feel nausea from too much drinking. “Are you okay?” James asked. (He 
then looks at his watch) “I gotta get going, | have to work the night shift.” He says 
while putting on his winter gloves and jacket as | rush outside and vomit. James 
then followed me and patted my back, supporting me as | gagged and coughed. 


| looked a bit embarrassed. “Hey, | gotta go too but | enjoyed the dance.” He then 
grabs my arm as | gasped “Hey, wait a second. Do you want to exchange numbers 
before we go, atleast?” | then smiled and agreed as we did. He then left as | went 
back inside the club. “Well, well, well...so, Debra. Tell me, who was that guy?” Sarah 
asked. 

“Oh, no one. Just some guy. His name is James.” 

| replied. “What a sexy name...” Lisa adds. Hannah then says “Well...| see you won’t 
be single for long anymore.” Smiles. “Look, guys. It was just a dance, that’s it. Who 
knows, he might never call me.” Barbra then raises her eyebrow. “Are you sure 
about that?” 


Chris then says “Alright, fun time is over. Let's get back, it’s getting too late.” We 
follow Chris to his car he drives off. That night, | had chills thinking about that James 
guy. | decided for him to call me first. | didn’t wanna seem too desperate. During 
the week, on Thursday, Hannah, Barbra, Lisa & Sarah came over to my place to 
have movie night. We had chinese food watching Slasher flicks that night. “So, has 
he ever called back?” Lisa asked as | rolled my eyes. “Of course not, | told you it 
was just a casual one night thing.” | said. “Maybe he's been busy.” Hannah added. 


Then to my ears, my telephone rang. | rushed to the kitchen to answer. “Hello?” | 
asked timidly. “Hey, this is James. | wanted to know if | could take you to a 
restaurant on Friday. Would that be okay?” | then answered yes. | rushed back to 
my friends and told them the news. “Oh my god, Debra. No way, he called you 
back??” Sarah asked. “Yup! | wasn’t expecting that.” Hannah then says “Well, I’m 
happy for you, Debra. Looks like we’re no longer in the single women’s club.” | 
agree as we all cheer. The next day, after school. | came back to my place. | heard a 
ringing from the door. | opened and there he was, James. 


“Are you ready?” He asked as | replied smiling “Yes.” He then takes me to his car as 
he drives me to the restaurant. As we both arrived 

At the restaurant, we started chatting for what seemed like hours. “So, what do you 
do for a living?” James asked. “I’m going to school to be a filmmaker.” | answered. 
“Wow, that’s amazing.” He replied. “I’m a midwife and obstetrician.” My eyes 
widened “So, you deal with stinky vaginas all day?” | chuckled. “It’s not that 
horrible, really. | like the idea of birth, | think it’s a beautiful thing to care for 
mothers. Though | do get sick here and there from all the bacteria from those 
hospitals.” He says. “Well, that's a great thing, James.” 


| smile, as he smiles back. | then continue to drink my coffee. “So, what type of film 
are you working on?” He asked. “It’s a film project based on the story of Pierre. It’s 
about a man in a clown suit who was cheated on by his girlfriend. It happened to 
me, my ex boyfriend cheated on me. Since then my heart aches from all the hurt & 
pain.” | say as he holds my hands. “Look, | was hurt too. It sucks to feel pain. | know 
exactly what you’ve been through, Debra.” He says, his voice gave me such chills, 
he was so soft spoken and gentle. 

“Look, | gotta go now but we’ll meet again. Okay?” 


| said as he nodded, “I really enjoyed my first time with you.” He said as | asked, 
“Hey, it doesn’t bother you that I’m a bit overweight, does it?” James then chuckled 
“Of course not, | like a woman with meat on her bones.” | then smile and feel 
relieved since this was a insecurity of mine. 

As he drove me back home. He kissed me tenderly on the lips as | went back into 
my apartment. | couldn’t wait to tell Hannah. | called her and she answered. “Hey, 
Hannah! It was wonderful, he’s so passionate.” | said as Hannah squealed in 
excitement. “Oh my gosh! I’m glad to hear this. I’m so proud of you, Debra.” 


She says as | yawn. “Well, I’m getting tired. I’m going to bed. I'll see you tomorrow.” 
We hung up as | got into the shower and then went to bed. 

The next day was Halloween. | decided not to wear a costume for the Frat party 
however. | went in my halloween themed sweater instead with a pumpkin in the 
middle of it. As | went, | saw Chris dressed in a pirate costume and a few other frat 
boys approached me “Hey, Debra! Have you seen Hannah?” He asked. “Nope, she 


said she didn’t want to come.” | answered as he looked puzzled. “Hugh, she often 
likes to celebrate Halloween.” He says as he walks away with his friends. 


There | was just sitting there bored as ever, watching a bunch of dumb frat boys 
and sorority chics drink, have sex and destroy the house. This was at my neighbor's 
house by the way. | walked out of the party to take a quick smoke break. | then saw 
James pull up in front of me. Glad he came to my rescue. “Hey, pumpkin. Want to 
go for a ride with me?” He says. | then nodded and got in the car. He drove me to 
the woods that evening as we Sat in the car gazing at the stars. “Oh, James. This is 
wonderful.” | said to him, “I was hoping you’d enjoyed our peaceful time together.” 
He said as | replied “Oh yes.” 


James then held me tight and started to kiss my lips, he then started to kiss my 
neck and chest. “James, please...not right now. Okay?” He then stops and says 
“Please, Debra...| promise, | won’t hurt you. I'll be gentle. Okay?” | then nodded as 
he continued. He then lifted up my skirt and started to penetrate me as | gasped in 
pleasure. “But wait, James. You're wearing gloves.” He then noticed as he took 
them off and continued. After we had our steamy moment, we continued to gaze at 
the stars and the moonlight. We then kissed one more time, this time it was 
passionate. 


Chapter 3: Project Completed 


In early November, my birthday was coming up and my film project was nearly 
completed. | went on to class and shot my last scene. “Oh, Pierre! This was only 
nothing but a one night stand...1 want you back.” Female student/actor said, “It’s 
too late! Too late!” The male actor shouts. He then attacks her with a knife as she 
screams and collapses on the floor. “Cut!” | shout. Good job guys! We have 
completed the project. Everyone claps in joy. Mr. Price then walks up to me “I told 
you, Debra. You are one hard worker.” | then smiled with joy, | was so glad to have 
completed this project. It felt like months working on it. 


After class, | had lunch with Sarah, Lisa and Barbra again. “You finally finished???” 
Lisa asked as | nodded. “And | am tired. Glad that’s over with.” | added. Barbra then 
says “Well, I’m glad too. | noticed you started getting circles under your damn eyes, 
gee.” | then say “I know, right? | was pooped.” Sarah then asked me “So, how’s your 
new boyfriend, Debra?” | then explain what he and | did that night at the woods as 
Sarah & Lisa squeal in excitement. “Oh my god, you weren’t scared?” Lisa asked. 
“Well, | was a bit thrown off at first but he comforted me.” 


| said. The next day, | decided to take Bella for a walk in the park after | fed her. It 
was a cold day, rather foggy. As | walked, | spotted Hannah again. She didn’t look 


too good. “Hey, Hannah? What's wrong?” | asked as she looked up at me with tears 
in her eyes “Chris & | had a huge fight.” My eyes then widened “Goodness, is 
everything alright?” | asked. “Nope, he never answers my calls now.” | then asked 
“How did this all start?” She then sighs and says “Well, it started when | thought he 
was talking to another woman. | just lashed out and then the whole argument 
escalated and he slammed the door in my face.” 


| was rather shocked since those two had a perfect relationship. “Gee, Hannah. I’m 
sorry. I'll cheer you up.” | decided to take her to the mall and her face lit up with 
joy. | was happy she was able to get over the incident. | then went back home with 
Bella in my arms. | laid on my bed and decided to rest. The telephone rang as | 
picked it up. “Hello?” | asked as | heard James. “Hey, babe. | tried to call and call but 
you never answer? | missed you, | was worried sick.” He says as | explained. “Oh, 
baby. I’m so sorry, | just had a busy day, that's all.” He then replies “Just don’t scare 
me like that again, okay? I’m thinking you were hanging out with some other guy.” 


My eyes then widened in shock. “Ugh...no, babe. Why would you think that?” He 
then says “My heart has been broken before, | just don’t want that to happen again, 
understand?” | then was put off by his tone of voice “Babe. Please, you’re scaring 
me.” His tone then softens “Look, I’m sorry. | don’t mean to scare you, | just worry, 
that's all.” | then smile and say “I promise you I’d never do anything to hurt you. | 
love you.” He then replies “I love you too.” After we hung up, | fell right to sleep. 
The next day, we both hung out at the mall. “Hey babe?” | asked “Yes darling?” He 
replied. “Look, I’ve been having a great time with you and everything but...” 


James' face then turned from a smile to a puzzled look “But what?” | then reply 
“Look, | think we need to see each other a bit less, you Know give each other some 
space. We talk daily and we go out often. | just want to have some time for my 
friends, okay?” His face then turns to a sinister look. “Yeah...1 understand.” My eyes 
then widened “Baby? You’re not mad at me or anything?” He then says “A little, 
only because when you Say these things...it reminds me of my ex girlfriend.” | then 
added “But I’m not your ex girlfriend, | told you I’d never cheat on you. Please, 
believe me.” He is hesitant at first but nods and sighs. “Okay, you can hang out 
more with your buddies but no cheating. You hear me?” 


| then nod and say “Yes, baby. | promise...with all my heart.” We then sat at the 
table near the mall’s cafe. He then drove me to his place. It was a gorgeous 
Victorian home with lots of stained glass windows and knight statues. “It was like | 
was in a fairytale. “Like my home?” James asked. | said “Oh, James. It's beautiful!” 
James then said “It was my father’s before he passed away.” | then stated “I'm 
sorry to hear that.” He then said “I have a surprise for you waiting upstairs.” | then 
was excited as he walked upstairs. | followed him. 


His bedroom was filled with scented candles and dim lights. “Moments in Love” by 
Art of Noise came on the radio. | knew what was about to happen. He took off his 
vest and slowly unbuttoned my dress and kissed me all over. 

He pushed me to the bed as | gasped. He rubbed oil all over my body and massaged 
my shoulders. 

“Feeling relaxed?” He asked, | then answered, “Yes, | feel satisfied.” He then says, 
“I’m glad you do.” He kisses me more, he then inserts himself into me. It was rough 
but passionate. | gasped in pleasure. “Babe, please be more gentle.” He then 
nodded and slowed down. 


After that night, he drove me back to my place. | was thrilled to tell my friends 
about it. “Was he rough?” Hannah asked “Yes, very but he was so passionate.” 
Hannah then squeals “Oh crap! Tell me more.” | then proceeded to tell her more 
about it. We then hung up the phone as | went to sleep. The next day, James took 
me back to the mall. It was almost his birthday, so | decided to buy him a watch. 
“Oh, Becky. This is amazing...thank you so much.” He kisses me. | then say “It’s an 
early birthday gift. | saved up all my money for you.” 


He then says “You didn’t really have to do this for me.” | then say “I like the idea of 
giving, James.” | smiled as he did also. While we went window shopping, James 
decided to go to the bathroom as | went to a bath & body works store. A male clerk 
then approached me. “Hello, pretty lady. We have a new discount on a few of these 
items. Want me to show you?” He then went on to show me the sales & discounts. 
“I like this one, is this a lavender scented lotion?” | asked as he nodded. 

| smiled at him and | started chatting more. “You know, you remind me of my 
daughter Debby.” 


| then stated “Oh really? My cousin's name is Debby.” | said as he raised his 
eyebrows. “Nice, what a coincidence.” | then spotted James giving me the death 
stare from outside the window. | got scared and excused myself from the clerk. | 
then continued looking at the lotion products. | then saw him still staring at me. | 
decided to speed walk out of the store and pass him for a bit just to let him cool 
down. He followed after me, | started panting in fear and looked back. He started to 
walk faster. | didn’t know what he was angry about. | then tripped and fell, | got 
back up & just stood there. 


Chapter 4: A Little Fight 


James looked angry, | never saw him like this. He then walked up to me and 
grabbed me by the arm. “We have to talk.” He said sternly. | then shout “Let go!” 
James then shouts at me “So you went behind my back and think you could just flirt 


with any other guy?” | looked puzzled “Babe...| swear, | wasn’t flirting. | was only 
being friendly. Please calm down.” He then replies “Don’t tell me to calm down. 
Even if you didn’t, you still need to do something about that excessive friendliness.” 
He stated as | disagreed. “Babe, Stop, just stop. Listen to me, | can’t help it. I'ma 
social butterfly...” He then cuts me off “No! It needs to stop.” | then pause, “Stop? 
You want me to stop smiling?” He then nods “But, babe...that’s terrible! Why can’t 
you just leave me alone.” 


He then grits his teeth “Leave you alone? Okay, that is actually what the hell I'll 
do...” (He starts to walk off) | then stop him...”No, baby. Please. Wait! I’m sorry...” | 
plead. Tears fell from my eyes that day. | don’t know what was up with James. He 
acted weird all of the sudden. Next day, | chatted with Hannah about this. “Maybe 
he is just having sexual aggression. Some men have that, Debra.” | then say “Hugh, 
maybe you’re right. It’s just the way he grabbed my arm and yelled at me. | got 
scared.” | said. “As long as he doesn’t hit you, Debra. Everything should be okay.” | 
then nodded my head and agreed. 


“He’s not like that, Hannah. He’d never do it, if he ever does I'd tell you.” | said. 
“Tell me and | would have him behind bars, you hear me?” | nodded. That evening, | 
went back to my apartment and called James. “Baby, please don’t hang up. I’m 
sorry for what | said about you leaving me alone. Please forgive me...” He then 
replied “I don’t know what got over me that day. I’m sorry too and | do forgive you. 
However, you remembered our promise, right?” | then said “Yes, | remembered.” 
He then replies “Good. I'll see you sometime soon, okay?” | then agree and we hang 


up. 


| then go fast to sleep relieved at that conversation. A week later, it was almost 
Thanksgiving. | was supposed to spend time 

with my family. | decided to take James with me. 

My mother greeted me as we all sat down at the table. My mother owned a nice 
Victorian house back then, it screamed nostalgia to me. When | was a little girl, | 
used to think that house was haunted. “So, Debra dear! How’s school going for 
you?” | then reply “It's going pretty good, | finished my first film project.” My mother 
clapped in joy. “And who is this lovely fella here with you?” She asked. “He’s my 
new boyfriend, his name is James.” James then shakes my mother’s hand. “It’s a 
pleasure to meet you. You raised your daughter well.” He said. “Aw, he’s such a 
sweetheart. Debra? Keep him, not that last guy.” 


| then chuckle “Yes, | will. Mom.” My mother fixed Turkey, ham, greens and yams 
along with her signature apple pie. | knew I’d get fatter if | eat all of this but I’m sure 
James wouldn’t mind. So | dug in & so did James. “So, James. You have a car?” My 
mom asked. “Yes, | do. | have a black BMW.” He smiles “Oh how lovely! Do you 
have a job?” 


He then replies “Yes, | work as a midwife.” She then raises her eyebrows “Wow, 
must be a tough job for a man, then again...you do appear androgynous looking, Mr. 
James .” He then chuckles, “Well, | learned enough to understand female anatomy 
and how it works. | can imagine how painful birth can be.” 


My mother then says “Hmmm, you should be Debra’s midwife one day...” | then 
almost spit up my drink “Mom?!” James then buds in “No, no that's actually a great 
idea.” My mother then puts the pie on the table as everyone digs in. My little 
brother was named Mandy, he kept making a mess. Mom then stops him “Mandy, 
we have guests! Stop that and clean up this mess right now.” Mandy sighs “Okay, 
ma. Can | go back upstairs and play videogames?” Mom then replied “Okay, yes you 
can. Well, I’ll leave you too alone. | have to go clean up Mandy.” She leaves. 


As James then looks at me “Baby? What’s wrong?” | asked. “It’s just...well, why did 
you react like that when your mother brought up that | should be your midwife one 
day? | think that’s a great idea, if anything | should be the only one checking out 
your vagina.” | then chuckle “Well, it’s not that...it's just, you and | just met, we 
shouldn’t rush.” He then says “But you and | were made for each other. | believe we 
will get married one day and have a kid.” | then smile “That will happen, okay? But 
let's take this one step at a time.” My mother then rushes back to the table “So you 
kids are having a fun time?” 


James then said “Oh, yes. I’m quite full now. Thanks so much for the dinner. | better 
get going, | have another night shift. I’ll drive Debra back home.” Mother then said 
“Oh of course! I’m glad you two had a nice feast. Debra? Come here to mamma.” 
She gives me a kiss on the cheek as we both head out. As James drove me back, | 
said “So, | see you & my mother got along great.” 

He then stated “Oh, yes of course. She’s lovely.” 

| then stated “Only reason | mentioned, my last boyfriend and her got into an 
argument last Thanksgiving. So | was a bit scared.” He then says “Ah, | understand 
now.” | then gaze my eyes on another guy walking by with a dog dressed up as a 
reindeer. | smiled but James elbowed me in the arm “Ow! James, what did | do 
now?” | look puzzled. 


“Are you looking at that guy?” He asked as | chuckled. “No, baby. | was looking at 
his dog, he was dressed as a reindeer.” He then sighs “Oh. For a second there you 
got me heated.” | then kiss him and say “You have to trust me, babe. That's the 
most important thing in a relationship.” 

| added “Yeah, you’re right but...it's just so hard to trust since Silvia left me with 
someone else.” | then comforted him. “I know, James. | Know. | promise I’m nothing 
like her. She’s a bitch for that.” He then chuckles. “You would probably beat her up 
if you two met, she’s a bit of a big mouth.” 


We both chuckled as we kissed once again. As | walked out of his car back to my 
apartment. | saw Bella at the front door. “Aw, Bella. Missed me?” | picked her up 
and put her to bed after | fed her. | then placed myself to bed. A few days later, | 
had school. | sat again at lunch with Barbra, Sarah, Chris & Lisa. “So. What did your 
mother think of him?” Barbra asked. “Well...she thought he was lovely. They got 
along, thank god...” Sarah then says “Well. That's a good start.” Chris then adds 
“Well, he sure is a nice guy, he seems cool.” Lisa then adds “Yeah, he is. Nice 
enough to cheat on Debra with me.” | then shout “Hey!” Lisa then states “Sorry, 
sorry, just joking. Gee.” 


Barbra then holds in her laugh. Chris then says “Well, speaking of relationships... 
how’s Hannah?” 

| then answer “She’s doing fine. I’m glad you guys made up.” He then says “Good, | 
might as well spend time with her at her place after class.” 

| then say “Yeah, you should. Hannah would be happy.” That evening, | got back 
and received a call from James “James? Baby?” He then answers “Yes, babe. Just 
wanted to check on you.” | then say “That’s sweet of you, James. I’m doing okay.” 
He then asked “How was class today? Working on any more film projects?” 


| then answer “Not yet but | will get back to it probably within the next month.” | 
say. He then answers “That's good. I'm glad to have a woman with a creative eye.” | 
then say “It's not easy, | gotta get used to it.” He then says “Nothing is really easy. 
Things take time, you know?” | then say “Yes, | believe so...seems that time just 
goes so slow.” He then says “That’s because you’re always busy, Debra.” | then 
chuckle. “Yeah, | agree with that. Say, | gotta go to sleep. | have school tomorrow 
too.” We then hang up and blow kisses. On a Friday, | just stayed for the rest of the 
day. 


| know James called but | was too tired to answer. | spent most of my time that day 
just to have alone time. | fed my cat and placed her on her bed. | watched some TV 
and then fixed myself dinner, steak and potatoes. | then heard the telephone ring a 
second time so | just decided to answer “Hey, baby. Sorry, | was in the shower when 
you called.” He then says “Oh, well. | just wanted to know if you’d like to go out 
today?” 

| then sighed “No, babe. I’m tired today, how about tomorrow, okay?” He then says 
“Okay, make sure to get some rest.” We hung up. | then 

Go and lie on my bed, reading a magazine. 


Suddenly...| heard noise in the bathroom. | decided to check out what it was. | then 
saw a black gloved hand reaching out inside my bathroom window. | screamed in 
fear as the hand quickly went away. | looked outside the window but saw nothing. | 
rushed to the phone to call the cops. “Hello? Someone, a guy with butcher gloves, 
tried to get into my apartment.” A female officer then says “Is he still there?” | 
answered no. “If he comes back, give us a call back and we will be on our way.” She 


said, “Thanks so much, officer.” We hung up as | closed and locked all the windows 
and doors and headed to bed. 


Chapter 5: The Verbal Abuse 


Weeks later, | was still on the lookout for that intruder. | had my eyes on him. | told 
James about it “An intruder? Babe, you must be seeing things.” 

| then say “No! | swear, | saw him. | called the police.” He then says “Well, just calm 
down, okay? Just call me if it happens again.” | then agreed as we hung up. The 
next night, | heard someone walking in the bathroom. | was scared and held out my 
pepper spray. As soon as he opened the bathroom door facing me, | quickly sprayed 
him in the face as he coughed and chugged, covering his face with his arm. | started 
to scream. 


He then covered my mouth. | then heard a familiar voice. “Debra, it’s okay. It’s only 
me.” | then gasped in shock to see that it was James. This whole time? “James, but 
why?” | said timidly. 

“| just wanted to see if you were ever cheating on me. | get paranoid.” | then snap 
“James, you're horrible! You scared me!” He then replies “I'm horrible? Just to make 
sure my baby is being loyal to me?” | then say “Look, | Know about your last 
relationship and | know it hurts but this is going too far.” He then looks sad “You’re 
right, babe. | really apologize for the way I’ve scared you.” 


| then hugged him “I forgive you, just don’t do this again, please trust me from now 
on. Okay?” He then nodded as he walked out of my apartment. | didn’t tell any of 
my friends what happened. | was too embarrassed. The next day was Friday. 
“Debra, we never hangout like we used to. What's going on?” | then replied “Oh, it's 
not you. James can be a bit clingy.” She then replied “Ugh...men.” 

| then replied “Look, how about this...let's you and | hangout today instead of him. | 
can always change our date to saturday. 


She then replied “Sure! Sounds good to me.” We then hung up. In 30 minutes she 
arrived at my door. | answered it as we walked to the cafe. “Remember when we 
both used to be single and would go here just talk shit about men?” She said as | 
giggled “Yeah, those were the good days.” Seems like now, relationships are hard. 
She then replies “Yes. Chris can be a pain in my ass sometimes.” | then replied “Tell 
me about it, James can be the same way. He gets too angry whenever | talk to 
another guy.” She then replies, “Well, not shocking. Chris is the same way.” 


We continued to chat for what seemed like hours. | then walked Hannah home as | 
walked back. | saw James' car parked in front of my apartment. | looked in suspicion 
as | shook it off and opened my door, | then noticed James shutting the door in front 


of me and grabbing me. | gasped in fear “James, what are you doing?” He then says 
“You and | were supposed to go out today, | spent hours waiting for you!” | then 
said “Oh, babe. I’m sorry about that. | was just out with my friend Hannah.” He then 
says “But you should’ve told me & you didn’t!” | then say “Babe, why have you 
been getting so mad at me lately. | just felt tired and needed a break from you.” 


He then snapped “Oh a break, so | tire you out, hugh?” | then say “What? No, | 
just...” He then cuts me off, shouting. “No! | don’t wanna hear it. You promised me 
that you would go out with me today, not saturday, not sunday but TODAY!” 

| then get tears in my eyes “Baby, please stop shouting at me. We can replan this 
tomorrow...” 

He then slams me against the door as | gasps in pain “No. Forget it...I’m leaving.” 
He walks away and gets in his car. “Babe, wait!” He drives off. 


The next day, | was balling tears in my eyes. He then knocked on the door. “Debra, 
let's talk.” He says as | open. “Look, | apologize for how | treated you yesterday. | 
just felt like you have forgotten about me.” he says as | sigh “I, | don’t Know what to 
say anymore...| have a bruise on my back from where you slammed me against the 
door.” He then lifts up my dress and takes a look at my bruise, he sits me down and 
gets a cotton ball and rubs alcohol on my back. | flinch in pain “It hurts...” | 
whimper. “I know, babe...I know. Just deal with the pain.” 


He says as he wipes off my tears. “Look, that was really horrible of what | did to 
you. I’m sorry.” He says as | kiss him. “Babe, I’m okay.” He smiles and kisses me 
back. “Mind if | stay with you for a couple of hours?” | then said yes as we sat and 
watched a bunch of movies all that evening. | ordered us Chinese food as we 
cuddled that night. “So, Debra. You really love me?” He asked as | replied “Of 
course | do.” He then says “Reason | asked, | just...I've been used to hearing that 
alot but it meant nothing.” | then say “Look, James. | mean what | say, okay? | love 
you.” 

He then smiles and kisses me. 


“So, how's your job going? | asked. “It’s stressful dealing with the smell of stinky 
vaginas all day. | nearly puked.” | laughed. “Well, at least you earn a ton of money 
helping mothers.” | said. “One day, you’ll be a mother. You know that right?” | then 
replied “Of course but...not now, I’d rather wait.” 

He then replied “! understand. Raising a baby is hard work & school tuition isn’t 
free.” | then reply “That's true. | wanna make sure | make enough money to raise a 
kid.” We then cuddled more and he went home. 


| just laid in bed, falling asleep. The next day was 15 days before Christmas. | 
couldn’t wait for the town’s evening ball to take place on Christmas Eve. Me and 
James decided to go to the mall and go shopping for the proper attire. “How do | 
look, babe?” He then says “You look beautiful. Get that dress.” He insisted. It was a 


long black gown with a huge bow in the middle of my cleavage and was tight fitting. 
He brought a sexy black suit with paisley designs on it and see - through sleeves 
with black long cuffs. Once he tried it on, he looked stunning, like a supermodel. | 
was jealous. 


We then sat at the cafe within the mall and got ourselves some coffee. “Babe? Are 
you excited for the Christmas Ball?” He then stated “Yes, babe. I’m very excited.” | 
noticed he started coughing in his arm. | got worried. “Babe. Are you okay?” He 
then answered “Yes, just coming down with a cold. It should go away within a few 
days though.” | then giggled and said “Let me fix you some soup when we get back 
home, okay?” He then nodded “I like a woman that can cook for me.” 


| then giggled and nodded. We then went back to my place as | fixed him some 
soup. He fell asleep for a little while then went back home. The next day, my friend 
Hannah and | went back to the cafe. “So, | heard the Christmas ball will be a huge 
banger.” Hannah said as | replied “Yes, I'm very excited. | already bought my dress. 
James brought this, | took a photo of him wearing it.” | then showed her the photo. 
“Oh...my...god. I’m shocked that he’s not a model!” | then say “I know, he said he 
used to model but got tired of the strict diets.” Hannah then replied “I know, | had 
to follow the same rules...” 


| then say “Hey, can you help me get this necklace off?” She then helps me get it off 
“Hey, is that a bruise on your back?” | then say “Oh...| just fell. That's all.” | said, as 
she looked at me, “It looks painful, Debra.” | then reply “I know...it was but it 
doesn’t hurt anymore.” Debra then asked me “How’s James treating you?” | then 
look at her “Wait, you don’t think James did that do you?” | asked as she replied 
“Did he?” | then answer “Of course not, he’d never hurt me.” She then says “Okay, 
Okay...just making sure that you’re safe.” 


That day, | went back to my apartment. | received a call from my ex boyfriend 
Daniel. “You again?” He then says “Let me explain...1 want you back.” 

| then say “Daniel, it's too late. I’m with someone” 

He then says “Just meet up with me for a few minutes. Please?” | then say “Okay, as 
long as it's a few minutes.” | then hang up and go to bed. 


Chapter 6: The Hits Begin 


The next day, | went to the park. As | saw Daniel with a bruised eye. “Daniel? What 
happened?” He then tells me “That bitch was abusive...! never did anything to her.” 
He then cries as | comfort him. “I am so sorry...she had no right to put her hands on 
you.” He then says “I know. | dumped her but somehow | regret it.” | then say 
“Don’t regret it, you did the right thing.” | then noticed Jame’s car parked near the 


park. | then panic and say “Look, | gotta go but call me back if anything happens. 
Okay?” He then nods his head. | then rush to the car. 


“Hey baby.” | said. “Who the hell was that?” He shouted. “Babe. Please calm down, 
it was my ex boyfriend, his girlfriend and he are having hard times so | was just 
comforting him.” He then snaps “What? Your ex-boyfriend??? Are you fucking 
kidding me?” | then said “It’s not what it looks like, | was just comforting him, he 
was bruised.” He then says “Look, | do not want you talking to him ever again! 
Understand?” He shouts. “Babe. Please, he is in danger!” He then did what | was 
not expecting, he slapped me across the face “Danger my ass. Get in the car!” 


| then start crying “No...” He then warns me one more time, “Get in the fucking car, 
now!” | then shout “No, somebody help me, please!” He then punched me in my 
stomach as | held my stomach in pain and he pushed me into his car. | whimpered 
in fear as he got in the car and started driving me home. “Babe. You’re hurting 
me...” | whimper as he grabs my wrist. “Shut up, shut your mouth!” He shouts. 
“Where are you taking me?” | cried. He then says “Just shut up and wait.” He then 
parks his car in the woods. 


| was scared and frightened as he pulled me out of the car. He started slapping me 
again repeatedly in the face, | collapsed and cried for help. He then covered my 
mouth. “Next time, I’ll hurt you more if | ever catch you with him again.” 

| then whimpered “I’m sorry...” He then says “Sorry is not enough, say you love me, 
Say it!” 

| then cry out | love you and he grabs me and takes me back to his car. While 
driving, | was balling tears, holding my stomach. “Debra, you know | love you and 
just want the best for you.” 

| then nod in fear. | was too scared to ever make him this angry. 


“Babe. I’m sorry, | was just worried about him.” 

He then says “Look, | Know you have a good soul but keep it to yourself 
sometimes.” | then nodded. As he drove me back to my place, he placed me in bed 
and lifted up my skirt to see the bruise. He rubbed alcohol on it and placed 
bandages on my stomach. He then kissed me on the lips and walked out as | cried 
myself to sleep. This was very scary for me at the time, | didn’t know what to do. | 
loved him and feared him at the same time. | knew that deep down in my heart that 
this was not love. 


The next day, | had Hannah come over. She saw the bruise on my stomach, | didn’t 
tell her what happened, all | told her was lies “I just had another accident, that's 
all.” | said. “Debra...I’m starting to get very worried about you. Are you sure James 
didn’t do this?” | then shook my head. “Okay. Debra, whatever you say.” She walks 
out the door. The phone then rings as | answer “Hey, babe. Is everything okay?” He 
asked as | answered “Yes, I’m okay. Just scared of you.” 


He then says “Don’t be, | know what | did was awful but...I just need to make sure 
you’re nothing like Silvia. | know this sounds twisted but will you take the pain that | 
give to you, as long as you never leave me?” 


| then say “James, this is terrible...” He then says “Just say yes or no.” He demands. 
“Yes...only because I’m scared.” | start to tear up again. “Don’t cry, Debra. Please.” 
| then hung up. A few days later was the day of the ball. | got ready as James picked 
me up. “These are my rules, no flirting, smiling or talking to other guys. Okay?” He 
says as | nodded & sighed, taking a deep breath. 

As we arrived. The ballroom was lit up with candle lights, Christmas decor and a 
huge Christmas tree. All the men were wearing white dress gloves along with 
James. | saw Hannah & Chris there along with Barbra, Sarah & Lisa. 


“Hey, girl!” Lisa yelled. The others greeted me as we all sat down. “So, pretty boy. 
How’s your relationship with Debra?” James then says “It’s going perfect then ever.” 
He smiles. Hannah then says “Hey, Chris. Wanna waltz?” Chris answers “Sure thing, 
hot stuff!” | watched as they danced. 

| then tell James “I have to go to the bathroom. |” ll be back okay?” He then says 
“Okay. Babe. Take your time.” | then rush to the bathroom. As | got back, | noticed a 
stranger trying to talk to me. | didn’t want James to get angry so | ignored him. 
“Hey, baby cheeks. I’m talking to you!” 


James then notices and walks up to us. “Excuse me but she’s mine.” He says 
sternly. The guy raises his eyebrows. “Sorry, man. | just thought she was hot, | 
thought she winked at me.” James then said “Wait, she did?” He then says “Yeah, 
man. She winked at me so | thought she was single.” | then budged, “No, no, James. 
Please listen to me, he’s lying!” James then grabs me arm as he takes me outside 
where nobody was. 

| then tried to run away from him but he catched up. He slapped me once again. 
“James...please, | swear. He was lying...” | cried. “Lying, really?” 


| then hold his hands “Look at me, James. Please. Look me in the eyes, I’d never lie 
to you.” He then looks at me in the eyes and sighs, then hugs me as | whimper in 
tears “Shhh, it’s okay. Everything will be alright...” He says gently and comforts me. 
We walked back into the ballroom and sat down. Lisa and Sarah were snickering. 
“What are you two snickering about?” | asked. “Oh, we were wondering if you and 
James just did it in the bathroom. | then sigh “Oh gosh..” Once the ball was over, 
James drove me back to my place. 


| fell right to sleep thinking about leaving this maniac but | was too scared too. | 
loved him even though he hurted me alot. It was then Christmas the next day, | 
decided to visit my Mother along with James. “Hello, my dear!” | then hug her as we 
all gather around the table. “Debra? Is that a bruise on your face?” James then 
answered “Oh, she burnt herself while cooking, she’ll be okay.” He smiles. She then 


shakes her head “Now, dear. You should know how cook without hurting yourself.” | 
then say “I know, ma. I'll do better.” 


“So, how’s everything with class?” She asked “Well, I’m starting on a new project 
called Beauty and The Beast, it's based on that fairytale but takes place in 
Washington, about an abusive husband and a woman named Belle.” She then says 
“Gee, Debra. Where did you get this idea?” 

James then clears his throat and looks at me. “Ugh, well. | got the idea off of an ad 
in a catalog.” 

| said. “Oh, how...creative.” She says as we dig in to eat. My Christmas present was 
a new filming camera. | was thrilled and couldn’t wait to try it out. 


Chapter 7: No turning back 


James and | had another huge fight 2 days later at the mall. “There is no escaping 
me, Debra. You're with me!” He says “No! | had it with you hurting me. I’m leaving 
you, Okay?” | yelled as he then chokes me and says sinisterly “You’re not going 
anywhere. If you do...I’d kill you, you know that?” My heart froze as | said in tears “I- 
| won’t leave you. | was just saying that...” He then chuckles “So...you were just 
saying that to pissed me off? Well, it worked.” He then lets go of me as | cough and 
gasp for air. | then walked away from him and ran into my apartment. 


The next day, | went to the supermarket. | decided to get Bella some more pet food. 
My bruises felt painful, | covered them with makeup. | then went back home rested. 
My boyfriend called “Hey, babe. I'm just checking on you to see how you're doing.” 
He says as | replied “I’m okay.” He then says “Maybe tomorrow, do you wanna walk 
in the park? Something different?” | then reply “Yes, babe. We can.” We then hung 
up and | received another call “It's me, Daniel. How have you been?” 


| then say “I'm doing okay. Look, my boyfriend a kill if he found out that | been 
talking to you.” He then says “Damn, he sounds like my girlfriend.” | then state, 
“Look, don’t tell anyone but he is just like your girlfriend.” He then says “Oh gosh, 
Debra. You gotta ditch him.” | then state “I know, | know but...its hard.” He then 
says “Well, as long as you're safe.” | then hear the doorbell ring as | excuse myself 
and rush to the door. It was James. 

“Oh, ugh James! What are you doing here?” He then hears Daniel saying Hello. 
“Who the hell is that?” | then say “It’s no one, just the Pizza guy. One second. 


| rushed to the phone but before | did, James grabbed the phone from me. My heart 
raced “Hello, who is this?” Daniel then replied “Oh. Hey, you must be James. I’m 
Daniel, Debra’s Ex.” James then says “Oh, well it's nice to meet you, Daniel. 


Unfortunately, Debra has no business talking to you. Have a good day.” He hangs 
up. 

And to my surprise James picked up a vase and threw it across the room as | 
screamed in fear. 

“James...please..” | whimpered. “I told you to not talk to him ever again. Explain 
yourself.” He folds his arms. “He just called me, | told him not to or you’d kill me.” | 
say timidly. He then walks up to me. 


“Are you telling the truth?” He asked, “I promise you, I'm telling the truth.” | started 
crying as he hugged me. “Calm down, | believe you, Debra.” 

| then cry “Please...don’t hurt me.” He then says “I won’t, not this time.” He holds 
me in his arms. 

Later that night, | fell asleep. The next day, | stayed home. Hannah called me “Hey, 
Debra. You're alright. You sound like you’ve been crying.” | then say “Oh no, its...my 
eyes been watering lately, allergies.” She then says “Oh, well. Are you hanging out 
with me tomorrow? Friday is our day, remember?” 


| then answer “Oh, that's right. Yes, of course. We'll hang at the mall early.” She 
then asked “Why earlier?” | then state “James is taking me to the movies.” She then 
says “Ah, hope you have good time.” | then say “Thanks.” We hung up. The next 
day, | went out with Hannah to the mall. We went window shopping again, this time 
at the computer and video game store. Back then, the technology was different. We 
had MS Dos and Windows NT 3.5. | wanted to get the latest Windows so | looked in 
the store and saw their video games. 

Hannah and | used to be such computer geeks. 


We used to play videogames all day after highschool. | brought the windows NT and 
she brought the same thing. We went back to my apartment and hooked it up. We 
played games for what seemed like hours, | was losing track of time and James 
called, | rushed to the phone “Hey babe, sorry to have you waiting. I’m getting 
dressed now, okay?” He then says “Okay, just hurry up. Im outside.” | then said 
“Okay, | will.” 

| then went back to Hannah. “Hey. James is here, | gotta get going.” She then said 
“Okay, girl. | had a fun time. I” ll see you later.” 


She walks out as | put on my jacket and head to James' car. “So, what film do you 
wanna watch, babe?” He asked me “Can we watch a horror movie?” | asked as he 
nodded and drove off. As we arrived, he brought the popcorn and drinks as we 
headed into the theater. The movie popped on 

as we cuddled and ate popcorn. | then flinched, it was quite gory. | never saw 
anything like it. “Babe, that’s a shame how he just killed his wife.” James then said 
“| don’t know, she kinda deserved it.” 


| then look at James **James, thats horrible!” He then chuckles “It’s just a movie, 
relax.” | then say “Alright.” | continue watching. “Hey, babe? | have to go to the 
bathroom. Watch my seat.” James said as | watched his seat. Another man...of 
course tried to approach me. My bubbly self greeted him, of course. “Hey, you must 
be Debra. Remember me from highschool?” My eyes then widened “Kyle? Oh my 
god...you?” He then nodds. Then of course James came as | explained to Kyle “Look, 
we'll talk later, okay?” 

Kyle then nodded and we said our goodbyes. 


“Now who in the hell was that?” James said. “Babe, he’s just a guy from the same 
highschool | grew up in. | never dated him, he was a nerd.” James then says “Are 
you sure?” | then say “Yes. Babe. | wouldn’t lie to you.” | kiss him on the cheek. He 
then sighs “Lets just watch the movie.” He says with an attitude. He then drives me 
back home as | walk back to my place. | couldn’t really sleep good that night from 
that movie. So | turned on my night lamp and read a magazine. | then decided to go 
play a game on my computer and then doze off. 


The next day was 10 days before the New Year. | promised I’d visit my mother again 
by then. | just stayed at home playing more video games. My favorite at the time 
was Doom which was released in ‘93. It made me let off a lot of steam and stress. 
Then James called...another damn stressor. “Hey, baby. How are you?” | asked “I’m 
doing okay. | see you’ve been playing video games. I’m shocked you like those 
shooters.” He chuckles “Why yes, all because I’m a girl, I’m not supposed to like it?” 
| tease him. 


“Well, not what | was thinking but...anyways, tomorrow on Sunday. Would you like 
to go to my house?” | then say “That big beautiful house? Of course I’m in.” He then 
chuckles and says “I knew you'd say yes to that.” We hang up. It’s not like the 
abuse happened everyday, gladly. | had the thought of still keeping James. The next 
day, we went to his place. He fixed me dinner and litted candles. He fixed me beef 
stew. It was pretty good. | never had a man that could cook. 


“This is delicious, babe.” | smile. “Not as delicious as you.” He kisses me. “Again 
with the cannibal jokes...” | say “What? | mean, you’re a fun size.” 

| laugh as we kiss each other & makeout in the moonlight. We then sat on his roof 
outside. “Debra, about you being scared of me. Don’t be.” 

| then look at him “Sometimes | am but...sometimes, | still love you, somehow.” He 
then says “You should love me always, like | do.” 

| then say “I know but...it's hard, the bruises...and...” He then cuts me off. “I know. | 
can’t help it. | just get jealous and paranoid.” 


James then takes me back home as | lay in bed thinking about the old sweet, and 
gentle James which had me tearing up. | haven’t seen that side of him in a while. It 
was refreshing. Days later was New Years. It was 1995. | had got ready to go over 


my mother’s again. James picked me. “You're ready babe?” | then say “Yes. I’m 
ready.” 

He then drives me to my mothers. Once we arrived, my mother greeted me. “How’s 
my little angel?” She asked, “I’m doing great, mama.” 


Chapter 8: Deal with the pain 


James then said “How are you, Mrs. Anderson?” 

My mother then says “Everything is going good. | made some blueberry pie. 
Anybody, enjoy and dig in!” James says “Well, | can’t say no to that.” 

He goes to the dining table as | follow him. “James, you’re a natural at charming my 
mother.” 

He then says “Well, what can | say?” Smiles. As we dig in and eat the pie. We 
watched the Mummers Parade on TV. My mother was preparing dinner as Mandy 
was playing video games. He was 14 at the time. “Hey, sis. Have you played this 
latest game called Doom?” 


| then laughed “Gee, | guess I'm not the only one playing that.” James then says “1 
think I'll try it out too. | need the stress reliever.” | then chuckle “Yes, dealing with 
delivering babies all day. | bet.” He then chuckles back. “How is everyone enjoying 
themselves?” | said “I’m enjoying this pie, mom. It's really good.” James then say 
“Yes. Its amazing.” My mother then replied “Well, I’m glad.” 

On that same day, James drove me back to the apartment. The next day, | decided 
to stay home again and have some time. 


Then to my shock, someone rang the bell. | wondered who it was. “Debra?” | heard 
a familiar voice. | opened it, it was Daniel. “Hey, Daniel. You can’t be here, James 
will be mad. Please listen to me.” He then says “Look, I’m sorry but | just wanted to 
check on you. You told me how horrible your boyfriend treats you.” | then say “It’s 
not like everyday, he’s really sweet deep down, he just has a lot of trust issues.” 
Daniel then says “Whatever you say.” | then say “Look, Daniel. Thankyou for 
checking up on me.” | said. 


As he left. | then saw Jame’s car parked in front of my apartment “Shit..” | said to 
myself, shutting and locking the door. | then heard loud banging on the door, the 
other side of James. “Babe, open the door.” He demanded as | opened. “Why was 
that same guy here?” He shouted. | then say “Look, | don’t know. He just came 
without my permission, | swear.” He then closes the door behind me and attacks 
me. He slaps me in the face and kicks me on the floor as | scream for help. He then 
kicks me repeatedly in the stomach. 


| beg him to stop in tears. “Do not ever talk to that guy ever again!” He shouts and 
slams the door behind him. “Fuck you!” | shout in tears. Holding my stomach, 


balling out tears. Later on, | threw up in the bathroom from his hard kicks and cried 
myself to sleep. The next day, he called. “James, please leave me alone.” He then 
says “Look, Debra. | know this is a terrible situation to be in but | to am in alot of 
pain.” | then say “I know, babe. | Know.” He then says “Look, don’t ever talk to him 
again, | mean it. It breaks my heart when you do.” 


| then say “What about me? Your lover? I’m in pain to, you hurt me all the time.” | 
tear up. “You're just going to have to deal with the pain right along with me. | know 
it's hard but...please. Listen to me.” | then say “As scared as | am of you, yes. | have 
to or you'd never forget.” He then says “Thankyou, that's all | needed to hear. | love 
you, don’t ever forget that.” | then said “I love you too.” We hung up as | then called 
Hannah “Hannah? There's something | have to tell you.” 

Hannah then says “Of course, tell me anything.” 

| then say “Me and James got into another fight. | feel like I’m in the wrong at all 
times.” 


She then says “No, Debra. You’e not wrong. If anything, he has his own demons he 
needs to take care of. Men are like that.” | then agree “Yes. | understand.” We then 
hung up. Later on, James called again “Babe. What’s wrong?” | noticed James was 
crying. “I have something to you.” | then say “Sure, babe.” He then says “Last 
night, my mother and | had a huge argument on the phone. Today, | just found out 
she died. She killed herself. | feel terrible...like it’s my fault.” | then say “No, its not. 
That was her choice. I’m so sorry to hear this.” He then says “See. Debra? | deal 
with it too. You’re not the only one.” 


| then say “I see now, | just want you to relax and let all of those tears out. It's 
unhealthy to hold it in.” He then says “I know...babe?” | then say “Yes?” He then 
replies “Can | take out tomorrow just to get our minds cleared up?” | then say “Sure, 
babe.” We then hung up. The next day, he & | went out again to a restaurant. | 
prayed to myself that he wouldn’t get angry at me again that day. “Debra, | just 
wanted to know...if | asked you to be my wife, would you say yes?” | then nodded, | 
was too scared to say no. 


| was not shocked that he would ask me something like that. He really loved me. 
“Babe, I’m sorry about that evening where | kicked you. | went too far. | was just in 
pain myself.” My eyes water “I-l expect you to even apologize.” He then says “I do, 
Debra, | do...I'm really sorry. That was messed up.” He then finishes eating his 
meal. “Are you finished?” He asked as | nodded. He then replied “Okay, I'll take you 
home.” We then walk out of the restaurant as he drives me home. 


That night | called Hannah **Hey, Hannah.” | said as she replied “Hey, girl. What's 
the matter?” | then say “Oh, nothing. It’s just...we had another fight but then made 
up at the restaurant. He seemed very depressed. His mother passed.” She then said 
“Oh crap, I’m sorry to hear that.” | then said “He’s been taking it out on me 


recently.” She then says “Men can sometimes do that. They’re human too just like 
us.” | then say “He won't even let me talk to my ex boyfriend, he always freaks out 
when | do.” 


Hannah then says “Now are you sure, there’s nothing violent or psychical in your 
relationship? I’m just saying, those bruises didn’t look accidental.” | then say “1 
promise, it's nothing like that. He’d never put his hands on me.” | said knowing if | 
told the truth, I’d feel embarrassed. 

“Well, I’m glad that's not the case.” Hannah said as | replied “No, Hannah. Its not.” 
We then say our goodbyes and hang up. | decided to read more magazines and 
drink some tea before bed. 


Chapter 9: Together Forever 


James wanted me to meet up with him at the park. | was a little curious as to why. | 
got dressed that rainy morning and headed out. | walked to the park with my cat 
Bella and saw James kneeling on the ground, he took my hands and said “Debra?” 
He got out a case and opened it. It had a wedding ring in it. My eyes watered “Will 
you marry me?” | then thought about it but of course said yes. He smiled as we 
kissed in the rain. We were getting wet so he drove me back to my apartment. 


That night | told Hannah “He proposed to me.” She then squealed in excitement 
“Oh my gosh! Debra, congratulations! Aren’t you excited?” | then say “Yes, | am, 
just nervous.” She then replies “Oh that's normal. You'll fall into it.” 

| then smile and agree. We hung up, | went to the kitchen and made myself a cup of 
tea. | felt butterflies in my stomach the whole day. Did | really want to spend the 
rest of my life with a man that abuses me? | thought to myself thinking that this was 
a huge mistake. 


Hannah threw me a get together to celebrate my proposal with Barbra, Chris, Lisa & 
Sarah. It was a nice outing, we went to a seafood cuisine. “Debra, | am super happy 
for you.” Sarah said as Barbra clapped her hands “So, show us the ring.” Chris said 
as | showed them. “OH, MY GOSH...that’s worth thousands of dollars.” Lisa said. “It 
looks to be a 24 carat.” Hannah adds. “Yeah, it’s definantly luxurious...” | say, 
everyone looks. “Well, why do you look so unhappy?” Lisa asked as | said “Well, | 
am happy, just a bit nervous.” 


Hannah then said “Like | said, it’s okay to be nervous. This is a huge deal.” The 
waiter then asked us what we wanted “I'd like a lobster.” | said. “Give me a lobster 
too.” Lisa said. “I’d like crabs and shrimp.” Hannah said, “Give me steak and 
shrimp.” Chris said. “I’d like a alaskan crab and mussels.” Barbra said. “And I'll have 
the fish.” Sarah said. Waiter then walks away. “The food here is amazing. | use to go 


here all the time when | was a kid.” Chris said. “So...are you still dating Hannah?” 
Lisa tries to flirt with Chris. “Ahem, yes we are.” Hannah glares at Lisa. 


“Hehe, sorry, just wondering.” Lisa says as we all eat & dig in. Weeks past and 
James and | made plans for our upcoming wedding. He was persistant on how he 
wanted it. | then visit the wedding shop and try on some gowns. “Oh, Debra...that 
one.” Hannah said as | reply “This looks okay?” | asked as she nodded. The gown 
was white, had rhinestones at the bust, with buttons going all the way down and a 
ribbon bow rapped around my waist with flared sleeves. “Oh, Debra. Its gorgeous.” 


| then buy it. James drives both Hannah & | home. 

As | walk back into my apartment. | see Bella walk up to me and cough up a fur ball 
on my shoe. “Ew, Bella!” | clean it up. Later that day, | decided to rest for a while. 
The next day, | went for a walk at the park. | spotted James. He looked angry so | 
decided to give him some psychical space. “Babe? Are you okay?” | say timidly. 
“No, what did | tell you about talking to other men?” | then say “Hugh? What do 
you, | haven’t.” He then sits me down on the bench with him. “Some guy from the 
wedding shop told me you looked fine & that you are very “friendly.” 


| then widened my eyes “He did? But babe, | can’t control other people, they have 
their own opinions.” He snapped “Opinions...you mean flirting!” He yelled as | had 
enough “Why is it that everytime | am wrong?” My voice breaks up “I never said 
that, Debra.” He says. “I’m sick of you doing this to me, James! How do you think 
this makes me feel?” | yelled. He then shouts “Look. Like | said, deal with it.” | then 
yell “You’re horrible!” He then slaps me in the face. | walk away from him tearing up 
again. 


“Debra, don’t walk away from me!” He shouts as | then start to run home. | then 
feed Bella and go to bed early. The next day, | decided to stay in all day. | didn’t 
answer Jame’s calls. | then heard knocking as | answered & it was him. “Leave me 
alone.” | start whimpering “Debra, please...I’m begging you. Let me in.” | then 
attempt to shut the door in his face but he pushes it wide open as | gasped in fear 
“I'll scream.” | say as he grabs me “No one will fucking hear you.” | then say 
“James. Please. Just let go of me. | don’t want to fight you.” 


He then lets me go and he takes a deep breath. “Debra, why are you acting so 
avoidant with me?” 

| then say “You scare me to death, James. How can | not avoid you?” He then says 
“So thats the game you wanna play, sex & fear. You got it.” He then leaves. The 
whole day | didn’t want to be bothered with no one. So | locked my door and went to 
sleep. The next day, | went for another walk but this time at another park. This park 
was more secluded and peaceful. | took my cat with me. 


As | stretched my legs and arms enjoying the cool breeze. My cat ran off in the 
middle the street. “Ugh, great...” | ran after her, a car nearly hit her as | shouted 
“Bella!” The car then drove off as | held Bella in my arms. That was a close one. | 
then walked near the creek and ran into a missing persons poster its said “Silvia” 
She had long black hair and green eyes and was african american, she was very 
pretty. The name sounded an awful lot fimiliar, she was missing since 1992. | told 
James about it when | called him later on that day. 


“Hey, babe. There’s a missing persons poster and she has your ex girlfriend’s 
name.” He then sighs and says “I know, it’s her. She was black, right?” 

| then said “Yeah, how did you know?” He then stated “We had a huge fight then 
she just ran off. | never saw her again.” | then said “Wait, | thought she cheated on 
you.” He then says “I heard of a rumor that she did. Now lets change the subject.” 
| then say “No, lets not change the subject. How do | know if you had nothing to do 
with her dissapearance?” 


He then snapped “Wooh, you actually think | killed her?” He shouted. “Babe, just 
calm down, okay?” 

He then said “No, if that’s how you want to act then so be it!” He hangs up on me. 
Weeks later, we still went on with planning the wedding. | was nervous. | didn’t 
really want to spend the rest of my life with him. That day, he drove me to a nearby 
church to practice our ceremony. After, he took me to the mall so we could work on 
our relationship. “Debra, | really want us to just get along before the wedding.” | 
then say “Me too, I’m sick of fighting like this.” 


He then holds my hands “I know, Debra. It’s driving me crazy.” He says as | look at 
him. “Babe, please don’t get mad at me, are you sure 

about Silvia?” He then nods “Of course | am. Don’t bring that up anymore, okay?” | 
then nod as we continue drinking our coffee. He then drives me back home. | fed 
Bella and played more videogames. | then fixed something to eat and dosed off. The 
next morning was 28 days before the wedding. | just stayed home all day before the 
New Years vacation was over. 


Chapter 10: The Wedding 


New years break had been over as | went back to class. Twenty seven days had 
past as | had one more day left of the wedding. | was working on a film called 
Beauty & the Beast. | wasn’t quite finish yet, | had tons to do. After, | had lunch with 
the three women again. “So, are you excited for your wedding?” Lisa asked as | 
nodded. “Are we invited?” Barbra asked “Yes of course.” | smiled. “Yes!” Sarah says 
excited. Tears then fell from my eyes. They all looked concerned “Hey, are you 
alright?” Sarah asked “I’m okay, just tears of joy.” 


They then chuckle and continue chatting. | wasn’t crying from tears of joy, | was 
crying from tears of fear. Later that day, | placed my wedding gown on my 
mannequin and my pearl necklace. | sat down on the bed looking at it and just 
thinking to myself “I'll be a bride now. Like | have always wanted it to be, why | am | 
so down?” | then slowly fall asleep. 

| woke up late the next day, so | took a shower, grabbed my gown and accessories 
and rushed to Jame’s car. “Just in time.” He says as we rush to the church. 


As | got there, my mother hugged me “Your father would’ve been so proud, Debra. | 
then smiled “I know.” She then says “Well, what are you waiting for. Go and change 
into that gown of yours.” | then go into the changing room. There was a makeup 
artist that did my makeup. | saw the wedding cake from across the hall being put 
down on the table. The church was huge filled with stained glass windows, statued 
of Jesus and the Virgin Mary. It was magnifacent. James was already dressed waiting 
for me to come down the ile. 


As | changed into my gown and shoes. | was prepared and took deep breathes. | 
walked down the ile as the wedding anthem played. Everyone including my friends 
and Hannah took photos of me and videoshots. As | walked towards James...the 
priest then went on with the vowels. 

“I do.” James says. It was then my turn...”1 do.” | start to tear up. “You may kiss the 
bride.” The priest says as we both kissed. Later on, everyone was slow dancing to 
the music “Remember me this way” by Jordan Hill played. James and | slow danced 
to the music. “Debra...? Promise me you'll never break my heart.” He asked as | say 
“| promise.” | started tearing up. He then wipes the tears off of me and kisses me. 


After the wedding was over, James and | went on our honeymoon. We spended a 
few days at a the Poconos Hotel & Resort in Pennslyvania. 

It was near Valentines day at the time so we rented a heart shaped bed. It was 
wonderful, we went skiing and on with dinner. “Debra, | just wanted you to know 
that this is the best thing that has ever happened to me.” | then smile “I’m glad 
your dreams are coming true, babe.” | say as he holds my chin up. “Hey, what’s the 
matter?” 

| then get honest “Well, the idea about being together forever now...it scares me.” 
He then says “You have nothing to be scared of, you have me with you now. | don’t 
have to worry about you cheating on me, correct?” 


| then say “Yes, you’re right.” | nod. We then go into the hotel. James had on a 
brown silk robe and lit up some candles. He then comforted me by massaging my 
back and shoulders. “Honey? Would you mind undressing for me?” He asked. 
“Baby, I’m tired. Lets have sex later, okay?” 

He then pauses and scoffs “Later? No, undress, now.” | then say “Babe, please. | 
said not now.” He doesn’t listen to me as he undresses me and pushes me to the 


bed. “Babe, stop.” | plead as he forces himself on me. | gasped as he was pretty 
rough. | just gave up and let him. 


The next day, we spent time at a restaurant. He treated me to a luxury meal. 
“Babe? Can | go to the bathroom?” He asked as | nodded. He then rushes to the 
bathroom as another man approaches me. “Look, I’m married.” | said as he then 
scoffed and said “I don’t care, | just wanted to tell you how fine you are.” | then see 
James walking out of the bathroom. “No, I’m serious...stop.” The man continues to 
flirt with James then grabs my arm and takes me outside. 


“Who was that?” He yelled. “I don’t know, James. He just came up to me and 
started flirting, | said no but he kept...” He then cuts me off “You must’ve said or 
done something to have him fall for you!” My eyes water as | hold James “Babe, 
please...just listen to me.” He then wraps his hands around my neck, choking me. 
“You just love to piss me off, don’t you.” He says sinisterly. 

| then whimper “No... don’t mean to. | swear, I’d never hurt you.” He then says 
“Hurt me? You've hurt me since we’ve met!” 


He then lets go of me as! hold my throat, gasping for air. “Let’s go back to the hotel 
& talk about this.” He leaves as | follow him like a stupid puppy. We then chatted 
some more about the whole scenario which | thought was not a big deal. “For the 
love of god, Debra! Tell the truth.” He shouts. “I-l am, | don’t know what else to 
say.” | start sobbing as he sits down next to me. He then noticed how scared | was 
so he held me. “Debra, please...just tell me you’re not lying. That's all.” 


| then say “I’m not lying. | have been telling the truth since we met. | wish you’d just 
believe me.” | cry as he wipes off my tears and kisses me on the lips. A day later 
was the last day of the honeymoon. Him and | decided to just stay in the Hotel 
together and watch TV. We cuddled as we watched “I love Lucy” James then said 
“So, how do you really feel now that you and | are married?” | then say “I feel 
okay...just scared.” 

He then says “I know this is scary for you, that's why | tend to comfort and massage 
you often.” 


| then ask “So, where are we going after this?” 

He then answers “You are moving to my place.” 

My heart sank as he said that. I’d have to live with this piece of work for the rest of 
my life, how fucking sad...| thought to myself. He then said “Well? What do you 
say?” | then nod. The next day, | was packing up my belongings and computer, | 
took Bella with me too. Of course. 


Chapter 11: Moving In 


As James helped me pack up, he noticed a photo of me & Daniel. “So this is the fella 
I’ve been seeing you with.” | then say “Yes, | want to keep it.” He then says “Keep 
it?! That’s not gonna happen.” He says as he gets out his lighter and burns it. “No!” 
| cried. He looked at me. “There, all settled. Now come on, | don’t go all day.” He is 
annoyed. James then picks up Bella and places her outside. “James, what are you 
doing?” 


He then says “No pets allowed in my house.” | then say “But...she’s all | have. | love 
her.” | started tearing up. He then rolls his eyes and sighs “Okay, okay. You can 
keep her. Just make sure she doesn’t piss on my couch.” | then nod as we drive off. | 
was going to miss living by myself. 

| wasn’t used to this whole marriage thing yet. As we arrived, we took my luggage 
into his house. 

| had unpacked my computer and videogames and placed them in his bedroom. 


He then helped me place my clothing in the closet. As we all wrapped up and | got 
cozy. He started to fix my dinner. “Hey, babe? | have to go. | have a night shift.” he 
says as he kisses me and walks out the door. That | forgot about...he at least works 
so | don’t have to face him all the time. | decided to just chill and call Hannah. “Hey, 
Debra! | heard you moved in Jame’s place. How's that going for you?” 


| then say “It’s going pretty good. He’s at work now.” She then said “Did you cook 
him dinner?” | then say “No, he cooks my dinners.” She then laughs “You go girl. So 
you're wearing the pants in the relationship.” | then chuckle and reply “Pfft, | wish.” 
She then says “Well Chris and | are still doing okay. We talked about marriage and 
decided to wait until he graduates from college. 

| then reply “Hey that's good! You two are getting along?” | asked as she answered 
“Yeah. We're working on it.” 


| then say “That’s good, Hannah.” She then says “How's James treating you?” | then 
lie of course and answer “He’s like the best man | have ever decided to marry.” She 
then says “Aw! I’m so happy for you, Debra.” We both then hung up as | decided to 
play more videogames until James got back. Hours later, he walked through the 
door as | heard his footsteps. | just pretended | was asleep to avoid him. He turned 
off the lights as he went into the shower and then laid in the bed with me. 


The next morning on a Saturday, | decided to go downstairs and see what that smell 
was coming from. Smelled like bacon. James was fixing breakfast, bacon, eggs and 
toast with jam along with orange juice. | rushed down the stairs and sat at the 
dining room table. He prepared my plate as | dug in. “Hope you like it, babe.” He 
says while drinking his orange juice. “It’s so tasty...mmm.” | was shoving my face 
with bacon as he laughed “Well, | like a woman that can enjoy a meal.” 


| then say “I was starving.” He then said “I see. So, | gotta go back to work today 
but it's a day shift today.” | then replied “Oh. Good luck, babe.” He then kisses me 
and heads out. | then call Hannah so we can go out to the mall. She agreed as we 
walked back to the mall. We sat down at the cafe and drank coffee, chatting for 
what seemed like hours. “So, | am very happy for you, Debra. You found a very 
good man.” Hannah said as | replied “Thanks, he really is deep down inside.” She 
then nods. “I bet he’s good in bed too, hugh?” | then giggle “Yes, he is.” 


She then told me “Say, there's another celebrity bash happening at Club Z. You 
should go again. 

| then stated “Yeah, I’ll go. That would be pretty exciting.” | said as we both then 
continued shopping. As | walked back, it was evening. James was sitting at the table 
looking angry. “Where the hell have you been?” He asked as | explained “Oh, | was 
out with Hannah. Just a girls outing.” He then looked at me “Ah, | see. You had me 
worried for a second.” | then said “It's okay, baby. There is nothing to worry about.” 
| kiss him on the cheek and run upstairs. 


“Hey, where are you going? I’m fixing dinner.” 

| then reply “I’ll eat a bit later, | have to rest.” 

He then replied “Okay, hun. Don’t forget.” He says as he follows me. We both took a 
shower together as he rubbed me down with soap. We then get in bed and rest for a 
little while. James was still sleep but | woke up starving, | went downstairs 

to heat up the dinner James fixed me. He fixed steak and potatoes, my favorite dish. 
| went to eat and then played some video games. It didn’t wake him up as he was 
tired from work all day. 


| then doze off on the desk. The next morning, James fixed breakfast again. French 
toast and sausage with orange juice. His shift was later on so | got ready to go back 
to school. That day, he drove me to college. | spent time working on my film Beauty 
and the Beast. “Debra, this is great work. However, something seems missing.” 

| then asked what it is to Mr. Price as he explained “Emotion and tears. Something 
humane, Debra” | then nod “Yes, Mr. Price. I'll work on it. He then pats my shoulder 
and heads towards the hallway. 


After | spent some time working on my film. | had lunch with Barbra. The other two 
went somewhere else to get lunch. “So, how’s your hubby?” Barbra said “He’s doing 
okay. He’s been tired from work.” she then replies “Ah, he’s a working man.” | then 
say “Yup, yet...he’s so clingy.” Barbra then snickers “What? He is? That sounds like 
a red flag” | then say “I know, it is but...he’s not overprotective or anything.” 

She then states “Ah, gotcha.” | then asked Barbra “So, do you have a boyfriend?” 
She then chuckles “Nah. | have a girlfriend, tall, brunette, sexy.” 


My eyes then widen as | giggle “You really are a ladies lady.” She then chuckles 
with me. After school, | walked back home. James was still working as | continued 
playing video games. 

Hours later, James walked in the door and brought us pizza. He didn’t feel like 
making anything that day. “Hey, babe. | brought pizza. Dig in.” He says as | for sure 
dig in. “Hey, babe. Have you ever thought about trying out for a baby?” James said. 


| then look at him “Ah well. | think we should wait.” 

He then says “Okie dokie, as we will.” He says eating a slice of pizza. Later that 
night, we both played video games and Doom. He was pretty good at Doom... too 
good. We then started to lay down next to each other & watch TV. We then have 
sex and go to sleep. The next day, | decided to go to the doctors and get myself a 
pregnancy test just to make sure | wasn’t pregnant yet. 


| went back home and gave myself the test. My heart sank when | found out that | 
was. | didn’t know what to tell James...but the truth. | wasn’t ready to be a mother 
yet. | panicked, James walked in the door. | then sat him down on the bed. 


Chapter 12: Pregnant 


“James?” | said. As he looked at me. “Yes, honey?” | then say “I’m pregnant.” His 
eyes then widened. “We’re going to make a beautiful family together, babe.” | then 
nod. “I just don’t feel ready.” He then comforts me “Everything will be okay, it will 
take time. We have enough money for our baby’s school tuition now, | got a raise at 
my job.” | then say “Oh baby, that's wonderful.” 


I'm glad the conversation went well. Months had then passed, | was in my tenth 
month and heavily pregnant. James had treated me worse than ever before. | was 
scared he'd kill my baby. One day we had a huge fight about Daniel. | accidently 
said his name to James while having sex. “You said Daniel! How come?” He yells. “I 
didn’t mean it babe, it just came out.” | tear up as he slaps me across the face. 
“From now on, if you ever mention him to me...then I’ll hurt you. Understand?” 


He shouts as | nod in tears. The next day wasn't so pleasant either. We had another 
fight. This time | didn’t say a word. | just let him have it as he grabbed me out of the 
car and took me back in the house. “Debra, say something.” He demands. “There’s 

nothing to say, I’m just tired. | wanna go to sleep.” He then says “Then go. I’m done 
with you.” He yells as | run up the stairs and slam the door. | then go to sleep. Next 

morning, | woke up as James fixed me breakfast again. | came downstairs. 


“Hey, babe. | have to talk to you.” He says. “Yes, honey?” | asked. “Look, I’m not 
going to hurt our baby. | promise.” He then hugs me as | beg him to not let me go. 


Tears ran down my eyes. | really missed gentle James. The other side of him made 
me have goosebumps. The goosebumps were real. | didn’t want him to think | was 
okay with all of this but at the same time, | didn’t want to anger him. 


| then had morning sickness and threw up in the bathroom. James patted my back 
and supported me through all this pain. He then placed me in bed and kissed me to 
sleep. The next day, he drove me to school. | worked more on my film that day, | 
then had lunch with the girls and walked back home. It was night time by then since 
| stopped somewhere else. | then heard footsteps behind me. | got scared and 
walked faster. The footsteps became louder as | screamed for help. 


“Debra, it's me! James.” He said as | sighed in relief. “Babe, you scared me.” He 
then said “I’m sorry about that. Where have you been?” | then said “I was out at the 
mall, shopping.” He then said “Alrighty then, get in the car, honey.” He then drove 
me back to our home and placed me in bed. “Babe?” | asked. “Yes, honey?” | then 
asked “Are you going to be my midwife?” He then says “Of course | am, it’s my job 
anyway. I'll have you make an appointment with me soon, okay?” 


He said. “Babe, I’m scared of giving birth. | heard the pain is terrible.” He then says 
“It’s going to feel terrible. It's just a part of nature. I’ll make sure to comfort you.” 
He said. We then fell asleep that night. The next day, | decided to go to that same 
club Hannah mentioned to me about. James and | went as he drove me. “Remember 
when we met here?” James asked as | nodded, smiling. La Bouche was performing 
that night, her one hit single called “Sweet Dreams” was playing. 


Everyone was dancing as me and James just stayed seated. | couldn’t drink any 
alcohol or smoke so | just ordered a virgin mary pina colada. 

He ordered himself a sex on the beach drink. It was one of his favorite cocktails. 
This club brought back memories, when James | first met, it was like an anniversary. 
Hannah & Chris then sat with us. “So, James. How’s marriage going?” 

Chris asked. “It’s going pretty okay. We get along well.” he smiles. “Well, | gotta go 
to the bathroom. I'll be back.” | said. 


| rushed to the bathroom. | had to take a piss, after | was done and washed my 
hands, a drunk man approached me in the hallway. “Hey, preggy. Wanna fuck?” He 
Says as | say “No, how about you go and fuck off?” He then gets an attitude “Aw 
come on, fatty. You know you want this.” James then appears “You heard what she 
said, Fabio. She’s not interested.” He then grabs me from the scene and takes me 
outside. “What the hell?” He said as | replied “I Know, babe, he was just drunk.” 


He then says “Oh, you know him?” He yells. | then say “Hugh? No! Of course not.” 
He then says “Okay, | was just making sure. If that douche bag bothers you again, 
tell me and I’ll punch his face in.” | then said “I will.” We then go back to the club. 
After it was over, James drove us back home. “Had a good time?” He said as | 


nodded. We played more videogames all night, then we dozed off in bed. The next 
morning, he fixed me 

a bacon and cheese omelet. | was starving for that and some pickles since | had 
weird cravings during pregnancy. 


About 2 months passed and my baby was due any minute. | made an appointment 
with James for him to deliver my baby. James took me to a restaurant that day. 
“Babe? Can | ask you a question?” | asked as he replied “Yes, of course.” 

He said as | asked “How long have you been working as a midwife?” He then says 
“For six years. Why?” | then asked “Have Silvia gotten pregnant?” He then replies 
“Yeah. Why?” | then asked “Was you her midwife?” 


He then chuckles “Well, | was. Yes but why are you bringing this up?” He asked as | 
replied “Oh nothing, | was just curious.” | shrugged my shoulders. He then took me 
back home. That day was the day my water broke while | was lying in bed that 
night. “Babe? My water just broke!” | started to panic and pant as he grabbed me 
and took me to his car and took me to the hospital. “Babe? Just breathe. I'll assist 
you once we get to the hospital. “Okay, please hurry!” | cry out. 


Chapter 13: Debra’s Birth 


It was time for delivery, as | laid down in the hospital. James was going to be my 
midwife and help me deliver my baby. “Hey, babe. Just relax, I’ll be right back.” 
James says as he applies his surgical gloves and mask. | then took deep breaths as | 
felt the baby. | whimpered in pain, waiting for James to come back & he did. He 
lifted up my hospital gown and placed his hands on my womb for pressure. “Now, 
just take deep breaths & push in between the breath you take, okay?” 


| started pushing and doing as he said “It hurts!” He then says “Birth is going to 
hurt, just deal with the pain. It will all be over soon. Now push more” 

| start to push more as he then places his left hand near my vagina for the baby to 
come out. He reaches further and pulls the rest of my baby out, | gasped in pain but 
it was then over. Tears ran down my eyes. “He’s beautiful.” James said with tears in 
his eyes too. 


“It's a boy?” | asked. “Yes, it's a boy. What should we name him?” He asked as | 
said “Bobby.” He then says “Perfect, Bobby it is.” James then cuts my bilical cord. 
We then went back home the next day, James placed Bobby in a cradle. It was nice 
to see James being a good father, it made my heart flutter. We then had dinner at 
the table. 

“So, how's your film going? You never really tell me about it. Why is that?” | then 
say “Well, it’s a complicated story and plot.” | say “Oh, | see.” He says. 


“Il can’t believe it...we're a family now. This all came so fast.” He then says “I know. 
I’m very happy.” | then say “I’m happy that you are happy.” 

He then says “So, tell me about that Daniel guy. Did he love you as much as | do?” | 
then say “Well, no. Not really, it was not this serious.” 

He then says “Well, that explains why you should never accossiate with him again.” 
He says as he cleans up the table and washes the dishes. 

“| know, babe. | promise not to talk to him ever again.” 


He then looks at me “Are you sure you promise, with all your heart?” | then say 
“Yes, | promise with all my heart.” He then kisses me as we go upstairs to the 
bedroom. He then lays in the bed with me “Babe?” | asked as he looked at me “1 
want to tell you something, just don’t get mad, okay?” He then says “Sure, babe. 
Tell me.” | then say “I know you’ve been heart broken before but...this abuse has to 
stop.” He then says “I can’t help it, Debra. | just have anger issues. You know that.” 
He then sighs as | say “I know, babe but please be more gentle from now. Do it for 
our baby.” 


A tear then fall from his eyes as his voice breaks up “Oh baby, | don’t like hurting 
you like that.” | then hold him in my arms, comforting him. “Babe, don’t cry. It may 
take some time. Okay?” | say as he nodded. The next morning, James took the baby 
to daycare and then dropped me off at the college. | went in and proceeded to work 
on my film some more. It was almost finished, it was hard work but | hoped it would 
pay off. 


“Debra?” Mr. Price asked as | said “Yes?” He then stated “How’s your newborn?” | 
then say “He’s doing fine. He’s in daycare.” He then says “I noticed some bruises on 
your arms and legs. Debra, if anything is going on, let me know.” 

| then spill the beans “Please keep this a secret but...my husband have been very 
abusive towards me. | love him and don’t want to lose him, | feel sorry for him. He 
deals with a lot.” | said. 


“lam sorry to hear this, Debra. | see this film is based on your situation?” | then 
nod. “I see, do you always make films about your relationships?” 

| then say “Yes, I’ve been doing this for a while now.” He then stated “Well, if 
anything goes too far. Call the domestic violence helpline.” He gave me the number 
to the help line as | thanked him. 

The next day, | called Hannah “Hannah, how are you?” She then says “I'm doing 
good and you?” 

| then say “I’m doing okay, as usual. Look, James and | had gotten into a huge 
argument last night.” 


She then says “Ah, me too. Me and Chris hasn’t been getting along too well.” | then 
say “That’s awful. Sounds like my relationship. | just can’t bear this much longer.” 
She then says “Yeah, me too. I’m thinking about dumping Chris.” | then say “No, 


don’t. You two were made for each other. He loves you.” She then says “Hey, 
maybe you are right. | shouldn’t say anything like that.” | then say “Thats the 
Hannah I’m use to hearing.” She then chuckles “Well, here | am.” We then hang up 
as | go upstairs to check on James. James was in a bad mood since we argued last 
night. 


“Baby?” | say. “Go away, hun.” He says “But babe, | just wanted to say that I’m 
sorry for calling you a heartless monster.” He then says “You really mean that?” | 
then sit down next to him “You have tears just like me, you hurt just like me. | had 
no business saying that to you, please forgive me.” He then hugs me “I! do, | forgive 
you.” 

We then watch more TV. James then went to check on the baby. We then went back 
to sleep. 

The next day, | went to the park and walked my cat Bella. She was a well behaved 
pet so | fed her outside. 


| then went to the supermarket to shop for some groceries, James wrote a long list 
of what to get. | then ran into Daniel. “Oh god, Daniel. We’re not supposed to see 
each other.” He then nods “I know. | just...1 just missed you, that’s all.” | then said 
“It’s too late, we’re married.” He then says “Oh...congrats.” | then say “Daniel, you 
were really brave for dumping that crazy girlfriend of yours.” He then smiles and 
says “Yeah, | know. It was nothing. She would do what your boyfriend would do, hit 
me and slap me most of the time. 


| then say “Oh gosh, that's awful, Daniel. I’m glad you’re safe now.” | then noticed 
Jame’s car was parked in front of the store. | then say “Oh shit...| gotta go.” He then 
says “Hey, Debra. Wait!” | then rush to the car and get in. “I saw the whole thing. | 
saw you talking to Daniel!” James yelled. “Baby, please. He ran into me, what do 
you expect me to do?” | whimper. “Ignore his ass!” He shouted. “Debra...you 
promised.” He says as | try to get out of the car but he grabs me and pulls me back 
in and slaps me. 


“Help! Help! Somebody please!!” | cry out as | have had enough. He then covers my 
mouth. “Shut up!” He demands as | sob “I can’t take this anymore...” He held me 
and wiped off my tears “Lets just go home, okay?” He drives me home. 

We put away the groceries, lay down and fall asleep. 


Chapter 14: A Family 


The next day was Saturday, | stayed at home to watch Bobby. | fed him my breast 
milk that day then changed his diapers and placed him back in the cradle. James 
was working that day so | decided to invite Hannah over so we could play video 
games and chill. “James went to work?” She asked as | nodded. “I’m looking after 


Bobby, wanna see him?” She then nods in excitement as | lead her to the baby’s 
room and point to the cradle “Awww! He’s so cute. He looks like you, Debra.” | then 
smile “Yes, he does. He also has his father’s eyes.” 


| said as we left the baby’s room and went downstairs to the dining room table. “So, 
what's for lunch?” Hannah says as | make us a couple of sandwiches. “How’s James 
treating you?” | then pause and say “He’s treating me like a queen, Hannah.” | 
smile. She then says “Well, that's good. Chris and | are on the same level.” 

| then say “Hey, that’s a great thing. I’m glad things are working out between you 
two.” 


We then eat our sandwiches and play some more video games. She then left as | 
decided to feed Bobby again. He was crying so | comforted him. 

Hours later, James came back from work and kissed me on the cheek. “Hey, honey. 
I’m back.” 

| then asked “What's for dinner, babe?” He then says “I’m making us lobster and 
fish.” | then said “Sounds good, babe. I’m very grateful to have you in my life, 
especially since you cook.” He then chuckles “Well, you’re in a good mood today. 
What's got you like this?” he asked as | answered. 


“Well. Nothing, just decided that since we are a family...1 should be more thankful 
for you.” | said. 

He then hugs me “I’m glad you made up your mind about that. It makes me feel 
special” He then goes to the kitchen and fixes dinner. | then feed Bobby some more 
milk and place him back in the cradle. The plate was sizzling with 2 bright red 
lobster and fried golden fish, | dug in without a doubt. “Enjoying your meal?” He 
asked as | nodded. 


We then went upstairs and fell asleep, the next day, James had to take a break off 
his job. While he was gardening, | was sitting on the patio reading magazines. “Hey, 
sexy thing!” The mail man yelled as James turned around. Oh gosh...not again, | 
said to myself. James looked at me and said “What the actual fuck?” | then 
shrugged my shoulders. “I don’t know that guy.” He then rolled his eyes and 
continued gardening. 

| then read in a newspaper that Silvia’s body was found near a creek. | didn’t say 
anything to James. 


| just kept it to myself. | didn’t really think James would’ve done that. He was 
abusive but not that fatal...as | thought. | then went into the house after changing 
into a bathing suit. | didn’t think twice about wearing a bikini since | wasn’t skinny. 
| went back outside and got in the pool. “Debra, what the hell are you doing?” 
James chuckles. | then say “I’m relaxing, babe. Want to join me?” 


He then shakes his head “Gotta work on these roses, babe. These gardening gloves 
are making my hands too sweaty. | can’t wait to be done.” | then nod. The mailman 
came back and chatted with me for a few minutes. 


James came back from his greenhouse and saw me chatting with the mailman. The 
mailman then left as James grabbed me and pulled me out of the pool. “James, 
stop!” | cried. James then grabs a towel and wraps it around me. “So, you’re gonna 
wear a bathing suit, acting all seductive and flirting with the goddamn mailman? 
Not on my watch.” | then looked at him “Babe, | was just chatting with him. | 
promise, there was no flirting involved.” | say timidly as he grabs my arm and tries 
to twist it. “Babe, stop...you’re hurting me!” 


| cried out “Tell me you love me so that | don’t break your arm! Say it!” He yells “I 
love you...” | whimper in pain. He then lets go of my arm and storms off to the 
house. “Get in the house and get changed.” He demands as | walk to the house. The 
next day was even worse. No matter how hard | tried to love him, he would just... 
hurt me, over and over again. This was a horrible, horrible cycle. “So, | come back 
here and | see that your damn cat has pissed in my shoes!” | then try not to laugh 
“Maybe she doesn’t like you, James.” 


He then says “Oh, you think this is funny? I’ll show you something funny.” He then 
throws his shoe at Bella as she runs upstairs. “Babe! Please, calm down. She’s just a 
cat.” | say as he then slaps me across the face. “Your cat, your mess. Clean it up, 
every inch!” He yells as tears fall from my eyes again. | pick up a cloth and clean 
the piss off of his shoes. | wanted to spit in the cloth instead but that would’ve made 
James even madder. 


Our relationship turned very strained. | couldn’t take it anymore. | planned to run 
away and leave with Bobby but...it would have not been that easy. 

The next day, we had another huge argument. 

He threw me on the ground and kicked me repeatedly leaving huge bruises on my 
stomach and legs. There | was, on the ground whimpering in pain. He did this when 
| said that | regretted marrying him. He didn’t react to that well. He then locked me 
in the closet “You’re not getting out until | tell you to.” 


James yells as | panic and bang on the door. | screamed for help as many times as | 
could. My stomach growled from hunger. He was indeed getting much worse. This is 
what | Was afraid of when we first got married. He then opened the door and 
grabbed me “Take back what you said. Debra!” He demanded as | apologized...he 
then 

says “Good girl. Never ever say that to me again.” 

| then nod and lay on the bed sobbing. He comforts me and rubs my back. “Shhh... 
it’s okay, Debra. It's Over.” He says. 


Chapter 15: Fighting for Bobby 


Over the weeks, our relationship has rotted. We were constantly arguing and he 
always abused me. It was so horrible that | threatened to run away with Bobby and 
he didn’t like that. “You mean leave me, all alone?” He yells. | then say “Yes, all 
alone! I’m sick of fighting with you.” He then says “You are not going anywhere and 
if you do I'll kill you.” he says as | then cried. He then noticed what he said. “So it is 
true, you killed Silvia.” | sobbed as he held me “No, no...| swear my heart | didn’t 
hurt her. | didn’t mean to threaten you. Just calm down, okay?” 


“Just stay away from me, you’re scaring me.” | say as | run upstairs. The next day, | 
invited Hannah as James was at work. “Hey, Debra! How's everything going?” | then 
decided to tell her what was really going on. “Debra? Let's take a walk in the park.” 
She then nodded as we walked in the park. “Debra...| have something to show you.” 
She then asked “Sure, what is it?” | took off my clothes as she saw all of my 
stomach and arm bruises. “Oh my god...Debra. What happened? This looks 
horrible.” She says as | tell her. “James did this to me...for years. | didn’t want to tell 
you because | don’t want to lose him.” 


She then hugs me “I knew something fishy was going on in the first place. If you 
ever need my support, | am here for you, Debra.” | then smile and say “Thankyou 
for understanding. | thought you were about to go ham on James or call the cops.” 
She then says “No, since you don’t want me to, he’s your husband...not mine but | 
am very worried about you, Debra.” She said as | nodded. 

We then went back to James’s place as we ordered pizza for lunch. 


“So, how does he abuse you?” | then explain “He hits, mostly kicks me on the 
ground or locks me in the closet. One time he elbowed me in the nose in the car. | 
was bleeding all over” | said as her eyes started to water “This is hard not to 
address this. That's horrible, Debra.” | then say “Hannah, everything will be fine, | 
promise you I'll be okay.” 

She then says “I just want you to be safe, Debra.” 

She sighs in frustration. “I will, I’m a strong woman. If anything too far happens, I'll 
leave him.” 


| said as she hugged me again. “I have something to show you too.” My eyes then 
widened as she showed me bruises on her arm and wiped off the makeup from her 
face. “Chris abuses me too. Only difference is...| finally dumped him yesterday. It 
was easy but it was worth my life and safety.” First Daniel and now Hannah? | 
thought to myself. This gave me the idea to leave James and finally stand up for 
myself. “Well, I’m glad you left him.” | said “You can do it too, Debra. All it takes is 
one phone call from the hotline.” 


| then thank her as she leaves early. James then came back. “Honey? Why are all 
the dishes so dirty?” He yelled as | said “I’m sorry, babe. I'll clean up now.” | rushed 
to the kitchen and started cleaning. “So, how’s Hannah doing?” | then said “Well, 
she dumped her boyfriend for beating her. | may have to do the same.” He then 
chuckles “That would never happen, Debra. We’re married. It's a huge difference.” | 
then roll my eyes and say nothing. He then goes upstairs to take a shower. 


| then go upstairs and start playing more video games. | didn’t want to talk to him 
that night. As he got out of the shower with a towel wrapped around him. He 
approached me “Hey, baby. Come on. What's wrong? You’re not mad at me are 
you?” | then say nothing and continue playing my game. He then bangs his fist on 
the keyboard as | gasped in fear and closed my eyes. “Hey, I’m talking to you!” He 
shouts. “Leave me alone...please.” | start to whimper. “No! You better talk to me or 
I’ll hit you again.” He demanded. 


“Look, I-| don’t want any more trouble. Okay? | just want to be left alone.” | say 
timidly as he then glares at me and walks out of the bedroom. | then took a deep 
breath in relief that he didn’t hit me. 

His hits, elbows and kicks were fatal. It really hurted. He was too strong and 
powerful for me to fight back. If | was a man, | would’ve ripped his brains out. He 
may seem pretty and small but he was psychically strong & dominating. He then 
came back into the room to go to sleep as | got in bed with him and fell asleep. 


The next day, | decided to get therapy. | went to the main office and had a therapist 
named Julie talk to me “So, the way your husband treats you. How does it make you 
feel?” She asked me. | wasn’t used to getting therapy as it made me feel inferior. “It 
makes me feel horrible. As if | did something wrong and he didn’t.” She then says 
“Does he put his hands on you?” | then replied “Yes, he does.” She then says 
“Hmmm, that’s not a normal relationship, Debra.” | then nod “I Know it's not, | just 
stay with him because of the baby.” 


She then states “Well, if there's anything you would like us to do about that, here’s 
my number to call.” She gives me a small paper with her phone number on it. | then 
thanked her. “Listen, you are a very attractive woman. You remind me of me when | 
was your age. You should embrace your youth and not get rid of it.” | then say “1 
know | should but...it's hard now. I’ve been married for a while now and wish to get 
a divorce or at least be seperated.” 


As | walked out of the office and went back home, | saw James gardening again. 
“Where have you been?” He asked as | answered “None of your business...” | Say as 
he then grabs me by the arm. “Where, smartass?” He says aggressively. “Okay, 
okay! | went to therapy. | just feel that | need it.” He then says “So, you told the 
therapist about me?” He yelled as | said “No, babe. | swear... would never tell 


anyone.” He then says “Are you telling the truth?” | then say “Yes, babe. | love 
you.” | say timidly as he kisses me. 


| had a plan that night, to run away and never come back. It was time before his 
abuse got worse. | played normal and kissed him before he went to bed. | packed up 
the small things first and placed them in my luggage. | called the motel to book a 
room. | fed the baby and put him to sleep with a pacifier so that he wouldn't wake 
James up. That night, | took deep breaths waiting for the right moment. 


Chapter 16: Running Away 


As James was sleeping, | decided to quietly pack up my things and take Bobby with 
me & my cat Bella. | catched the taxi and decided to live in a motel for a while until 
| was able to get my apartment back. | did what | had to do to support my baby, | 
fed him, changed his diapers and read him fairytales to sleep. My marriage was not 
a fairytale...more like a Beauty & The Beast. That day, | had college so | catched the 
taxi and went. 


| then worked more on my film project as Mr. Price walked up to me. “How’s your 
husband treating you?” | then smiled “I ran away from him.” 

He then nods “Hugh, well...get back to work. Chop, chop!” | then started to take out 
my camera and guide the actors. “Please, you’re hurting me!” 

The female actor said as the male actor grabbed her arm. “You will leave as | say 
so!” He says. “Cut!” | shouted as they all looked at me. “Ugh, what now?” The male 
actor asked as | said “There needs to be more emotion, more passion. 


Let's start from the top. Action!” | said. | then finished and went on with lunch. “Hey, 
Debra. Hannah told me about the abuse.” Sarah said, | then say “Wait, she did?” 
Lisa then asked “Debra, are you alright? Did he really hurt you like this?” 

Barbra then scoffed “What a douchebag.” | then said “I ran away from him. The 
abuse is over.” | said as they cheered “I am so happy you left!” Sarah said. | then 
say “I know, | know..but somehow, | miss him.” They then looked at me as if | was 
crazy. 


| went back to therapy that day. “So, you just left. Just like that?” Julie asked as | 
nodded. “That is very brave of you, Debra. Most women wouldn’t have the guts. | 
then said “I know but | still miss him.” She then says “Well, that is a normal feeling. 
You are supposed to miss him, as he controlled you that much.” She said as | took a 
sip of my coffee. “It’s tearing me up inside...” | start to cry. “I know, Debra... know.” 
She comforts me. 


| then went back to the motel and picked up Bobby from daycare. | then laid down 
just thinking about James, how he used to comfort me, hold me and kiss me. | then 


noticed the phone ringing on my nightstand and | answered it...”Babe, where are 
you and the baby? I’m worried sick.” | noticed he sounded like he was crying. “I’m 
not telling you! | want you away from me and Bobby.” | start to whimper. “Baby, 
please...come back. I’m so sorry for the way I’ve treated you. 


| have tears in my eyes right now, can’t you hear my heart ache?” He said as | then 
asked “How did you get this number?” He then explained “My neighbor told me you 


moved in a motel.” He said. “Shit...” | said to myself. “Babe. Please come back. | 
promise to open up my heart to you more and be more gentle with you. Please, 
Debra, please...” | then say “No means no, I’m sorry James.” | hung up with tears in 


my eyes, it broke my heart hearing James cry like that. He sounded so broken and 
all alone but...1 couldn’t go back. 


Later on the next day was Saturday, | went to the beach at Atlantic City to get rid of 
some stress. | took the baby as Hannah went with me as we walked on the 
boardwalk, played machine slots and ate pizza. | laid down on the beach “So, how’s 
therapy coming along?” Hannah says “It’s going good. Good thing they don’t think 
I’m a mentally challenged.” | scoff. “Therapy is not that bad, Debra. It's a good 
thing.” She says “I agree, it is. | feel a lot of relief rolling off my shoulders.” | said. 


| then saw the kids playing in the water as a bird pooped on Hannah’s hat. | tried 
not to laugh. “What?” Hannah asked as | pointed to her hat. “Ewww!” | then burst 
out laughing as she laughed along with me. We had a great time, we went on rides, 
| fed Bobby some of the cheese from my pizza. Everything went great that day. | 
then went back to the motel and got some rest. | then woke up early, around 4 am. | 
heard a loud banging noise from the door. | looked outside and saw nothing. 


| then quickly locked the door and closed it. | then went in my purse to find pepper 
spray but it was gone and so was my photo id and my cards. “Hugh?” | said to 
myself. Later that day, | went to get a new photo id. Thank God | took care of that. 

| then went back to my motel and found Bella missing. “Bella? Bella!” | panicked. | 
spent all day looking for her. | went to the park to find her and couldn’t. | then went 
back into my apartment at night. 


| opened the door and heard loud footsteps coming from the bathroom. Then...all 
the lights turned off. | was scared and froze. “Who is it? What do you want?” | then 
turned on the lamp light as what | saw made me scream in fright. 


Chapter 17: Stalked 
It was James, sitting on my bed...with Bella in his arms. “Looking for Bella?” He 


asked as | panicked. “Please, give her to me!” | cried. As he then picked up a 
lighter. “If you come back and live with me, | won’t have to hurt her.” | then beg in 


tears “Please, please don’t hurt Bella! She did nothing wrong.” He then says 
“Then...move in with me and there will be no trouble.” He said sinisterly as the 
night lamp was on and as surrounding darkness made his eyes look creepy. 


| then hear a loud noise “Hey! Is everything okay there?” A random man comes 
knocking on the door as James then hands me my cat and leaves out the bathroom 
window. The next day, | was relieved to have Bella back and she was safe. | checked 
her body for any scratches or damages James had done but she was healthy. She 
coughed up another fur ball. “Aw, Bella...” | said, patting her. 


| then moved into my old apartment. | missed that place. | unpacked my things and 
the computer. | spent all day doing so. | then lay down panting and out of breath as 
| called Hannah “Hey girl, how are you?” She asked as | replied “I’m not doing so 
good. James has been stalking me lately and breaking into the motel. Thank God | 
moved back here.” She then says “I think...you should call the cops.” | then say “I 
did but..you know how they are.” 


We then hung up as | then went to therapy “So. He threatened to kill what was most 
dear to you. 

That is a sign of intimidation.” Julie said. | then say “I’m starting to really fear this 
man. | believed he killed his ex-girlfriend, Silvia...the black girl.” 

Julie then nods “I can believe that. Abuse never ends.” | then say “I know. It seems 
that...running away didn’t solve anything.” Julie then holds my hand “Poor child...| 
hope you can get the cops involved as soon as you can.” 


Been there and tried that, still not much help. 

| felt helpless. | didn’t know what to do. James was out of control and has turned 
into a monster. 

It was then Hannah’s birthday as we decided to go to the restaurant. “Wait, so he 
almost killed your cat?” Hannah asked as | nodded “Yes, Hannah. James will never 
stop messing with me for as long as lives.” She then says “I suggest you get the 
cops involved. Right now.” | then say “Been there and done that. They did nothing” 


She then says “Oh, Debra. This is awful. | don’t know what else to tell you.” | then 
tear up as she then hugs me. “You have to do something about this, Debra. | mean 
it.” She said as | then nodded. | then walked from the restaurant alone in the dark. | 
heard footsteps following me. | looked back to see James, | then ran into my 
apartment and locked the door. 


| turned off all of the lights. Fed my baby and Bella. And went on to sleep. | then 
heard footsteps coming from the bathroom again. | hid under the bed as of course... 
it was James. | recognized his black combat boots. As | stayed quiet with Bella in my 
arms. He took the baby, as | shouted “No!!!” | ran to James as he knocked me down 
by digging his elbow into my rib. Thankgod he put the baby back down in the 


cradle. My rib stung from the jab as | whimpered in pain. “How does it feel?” He 
says sinisterly and walks away. | layed there holding my rib cage for what seemed 
like hours and fell asleep. 


This was a sinister James, a James that | never saw before. It scared me deeply. | 
went back to therapy and told Julie about the incident. | showed her the bruise on 
my rib. “It hurts so much...it stung.” | tear up as she holds my hands “I know this is 
a very painful experience for you, Debra. You have to say something. So far you are 
doing good, at least you decided to have therapy.” 


| then nodded, “That is a huge step.” She says as | wipe the tears off of my face. “I-l 
don’t know what to do at this point. | feel like dying...” | say. 

After therapy. | went home and went to sleep. The next day was the day that | 
finished my film project. | went to school as all of the students gathered around to 
watch my film. | was nervous yet excited. It was a 2 hour long film and was rated R. 
Lisa then approached me “So...! see your film is all done.” She smiles as | say “Yes. 
Finally.” 


It was a long, long movie as my mother and brother were there too and other 
student’s parents and friends. | hooked up the big screen and the projector as it 
played. Everyone was excited that night. After it was over. Hannah rushed into the 
building. | then saw James walking in the theater room. | froze in shock. 


Chapter 18: Say Something 


Hannah then rushes towards me. “Debra, you gotta speak up about James, he’s 
here.” | then stated “I have an idea.” | walked upon the stage and took deep 
breaths, James was seated in one of the chairs. “Thankyou everyone for enjoying 
my 2nd film project, Beauty & The Beast.” Everyone cheered. “I’d hate to say but... 
this is based on a true story. My story.” Everyone is silent. “Rick is based off of a 
man named James, Belle is based off of me. | met James at a club and couldn’t take 
my eyes off of him. We fell in love, he helped me deliver our own baby, then the 
love turned into pain.” | started tearing up. “He bruised me deeply, taking my heart 
and breaking it in two...he even beated me while pregnant. Every time | look at him, 
he makes my heart ache....” My voice starts to crack and turn into a whimper. 


“A heartache so deep that...it ate me to pieces. All | ever wanted was true love, all | 
have gotten was a painful love.” Everyone clapped and stood up as James stormed 
off. | was relieved that | stood up for myself...on the other hand, | feared him still. It 
was then night time, | walked back home instead of James driving me. | then saw 
James behind me as | sped up. He then sped up along with me as | then began to 
run home and locked the door behind me. | heard banging noises as | screamed in 
tears. 


“Debra! Open the door.” He demanded. He then started elbowing the door down as 
| screamed and curled up on the floor laying there helpless. 

He then busted the door open. Bobby was still at the daycare at the time. 
“Please!!!” | cried. “If | can’t have you, no one will.” He had on a pair of butcher 
gloves and a knife in his hand, | ran but he grabbed me, he then did the unthinkable 
and stabbed me in the belly. | collapsed, unable to breathe correctly as | gasped for 
air, coughing blood. He then raised his knife one more time but the sound of police 
sirens saved me. 


As the police arrived and took James, the ambulance took me, | kept panting 
heavily, almost panicking. As | woke up in the hospital, | saw Hannah on the right 
side of me, holding my hand. “Debra, are you alright?” She looks concerned as | nod 
my head. “Good, it was brave of you to at least stand up to him.” | then say “I know 
but...he almost killed me.” | started sobbing as she held me. “Everything is fine 
now, he can’t no longer hurt you anymore.” She comforts me. 


A few days later, | went back into my apartment and continued going to school. | 
felt so relieved that | didn’t have to face James ever again. He was on trial. | 
couldn’t bear to go back to Club Z or any place that reminded me of James. He 
haunted my dreams too to this day. My bruises then faded away as | didn’t have to 
apply on makeup again...just lipstick. | finished my semester in college and finally 
graduated. | was excited that | could really take care of my baby from then on. 


Hannah, Barbra, Lisa, Sarah and | had a nice graduation get together. We were all 
single women again. The summer of 1996 arrived as | was very happy. | felt like a 
survivor. “Hey, Debra over here!” Lisa said as | walked over. “So, how are you 
enjoying yourself?” Sarah asked, “This party is great. Reminds me of the old times.” 
| said. “I heard about James. I’m glad he won’t hurt you again.” Sarah said as Lisa 
added “I don’t know why we even fall for pretty boys...they usually turn out to be 
the monsters. It’s such a shame.” 


“I can agree to that, Chris also fits that stereotype.” Hannah said. Barbra then 
added “I had to even break up with my girlfriend, she kept stealing my money.” We 
all laughed at her “It’s not funny! | could’ve been homeless.” | then continued to 
drink my lemonade. Everyone was dancing as | stayed seated with my friends 
laughing and talking, enjoying the weather and party. All | could say was that | was 
so happy | have had my life back. 


Then to my shock, Daniel arrived. “Oh my gosh, Daniel?” | hugged him. “I thought 
you couldn’t talk to me anymore.” | then said “Now | can. James is in prison.” He 
then says “I’m glad to hear that actually. | just wanted to tell you that...1 was the 
one that called the cops on him. | saw him following you with a knife that night.” | 


then hugged him again and thanked him for saving my life. “Thank You so much, 
Daniel.” 


After the party was over, | had to get ready for court in a few days. As | went back 
to my apartment, | picked up Bobby from daycare and placed him to bed. | then fed 
my cat Bella and went to sleep. The next day, | decided to go for a walk at the park 
with Daniel. “So, Debra. | was thinking. You wanna go out sometime?” | then 
chuckle “As long as we can just be friends.” He then nodded and agreed as we 
spent time at the cafe. He ordered a coffee as | ordered a sundae. 


“So, Debra. How does it feel to have your life back?” He asked as | smiled “It feels 
wonderful. | can finally breathe without crying.” | said as we continued chatting that 
day. | then went back to my apartment, playing video games as usual. | stopped 
playing Doom for a while and went on with more laidback games. | then went to 
sleep. 

The next day was court day. | got dressed and catched the taxi. 


Chapter 19: Court 


“So, James. What do you have to say for yourself?” the judge asked. “All | have to 
say is that...| loved her. | still do, believe me, with all my heart. | meant no harm but 
| did it out of jealousy and hurt from my past relationship.” | saw tears running down 
his eyes. “Debra...| love you, | love you.” | hear his voice breaking as | start to cry 
again. | couldn’t see him again, he would be in jail for 20 years for domestic abuse. 
The officers then took him away as tears fell from my eyes. 


| felt bad but this had to be done. | went back to therapy and told Julie everything. 
She clapped in excitement “I am very happy for you, Debra. You are now safe and 
sound.” | then smile and nod “Not many women have the guts to do what you did, 
to call the police.” | then say “No, | didn’t. Daniel called the police.” She then looked 
in curiosity “Is he a friend of yours?” | then say “Yes, we used to date a long time 
ago.” 


She then said “I see he still has feelings for you.” 

| then say “Yeah, he does. His girlfriend was abusive too but he dumped her.” She 
then stated "Abuse goes both ways, it’s not just men...women can be just as fatal.” 
| then nod my head “Yes, | agree. | saw the bruises on his face.” She then said 
“Love is nothing to play around with, seems like James did and he got what was 
coming for him.” 


| then say “I know, he...he got what he deserved.” 


| smiled. “I noticed something, Debra...” Julie says as | asked “What?” She then says 
“You have no more tears to shed.” | then say “I know, how can I?” She then says 
“You are a very strong woman, Mrs. Anderson. Most women would be in such 
devastating trauma if they were in your shoes.” After therapy, | went to the park for 
some cool air. 


| sat there thinking about James. What did he feel? What did he think about being in 
jail? | then thought to myself “Why me? Why did | have to be the victim?” | was 
having racing thoughts. Unfortunately, | developed anxiety disorder. | had to start 
taking medication for it. | gained weight but | did feel that the medicine was 
working. | have invited Hannah over for a girls night one day. 


“So, Debra...tell me, how does the medicine make you feel?” She asked as | replied 
“Tired and lazy.” She then chuckles “Ah...| can imagine.” 

| then say “I’m just so happy my life is back, after all that I’ve been through. I’m 
finally free.” She then hugs me. “I know, Debra..| know.” She then leaves as | stay 
up all night. | had a horrible nightmare that James escaped prison and broke into my 
place. | screamed in fear as | woke up. 


“A dream, it’s just a dream, a horrible dream.” | said as my cat Bella jumped on my 
bed. | patted her and then placed her back to her mini bed. | decided to fix myself a 
cup of tea before | went back to bed. | then played some more video games and 
went to bed. The next morning, | decided to work on my first ever film to be 
released worldwide and on DVD called “Painful Love” it was based off of me and 
James, it was about my life’s story. 


Once | finished, the film had so many hits and went viral on MTV, ABC News and 
everything. 

| then won a nomination for the best lifetime film made in 1996. | was satisfied and 
became wealthy. | moved into a nice penthouse. | had loads of interviews that had 
to be done. My mother was so proud of me and my brother Mandy. | was in the best 
stage of my life. 


| never knew that I’d make it this successful. | felt powerful and wise. | was humble 
and dignified. It felt like | could do anything I’d put my mind to. 

Mr. Price visited me one day and | thanked him as my teacher. “Debra, | am very 
proud of you. | taught you well.” He said as | hugged him. “You did. | became 
somebody.” He then says “You were always somebody, Debra.” | then smiled and 
nodded. 


Chapter 20: The Aftermath 


After the 20 years when James was released, | was told to move to another town or 
state and change my name. | did, Bobby was 22 years old, he looked just like his 
father, freckles and long hair. He’d often put his hair in a ponytail. Unfortunately, he 
never really visited me often since he moved out because his father was never 
there. | think he was mad at me. One day, he did visit. | sat him on the couch to 
explain. 


“Honey? | have something to say to you.” He then looks at me and nods “Yes, 
mama?” He asked “This may be hard for you to accept but your father and | raised 
you when you were a baby, he went to jail during that time. He loved you a lot but 
he didn’t really love me, he would abuse me. | understand why you were probably a 
bit mad at me. You thought | just kicked him out or something.” He then holds my 
hand and says “I already found all of this out. | read it in an old newspaper article, it 
freaked me out. That’s why I’m not mad at you anymore. | still want to see my 
father or at least what he looked like.” 


| then showed him a photo of him. Bobby had tears in eyes. “He looked stunning.” 
He said. | then say “He looks like you.” He then asked “Is he still living?” | then say 
“Yes, he is. Just far away from here.” He then asks “Will | ever get to see him? | 
mean, | don’t like what he did to you but | still miss him.” | then nod “You’re a 
grown adult now, | can’t stop you. He’s in this anger management facility in New 
York City. | give him 

the number to the facility. “Mama? You're not going with me?” | then say “Well, 
what | will do is watch you without him knowing I’m there.” 


He then asked. “Are you still scared of him, Mama?” | then say “Yes, just as much as 
| miss him.” My son drove me to N.Y.C, we both went inside the facility. | looked 
inside the window and saw James, he looked slightly different, his hair had gray 
streaks in them & was in a ponytail, he was always older than me, at least 4 years 
older. 

| didn’t want him to see me but | wanted him to see Bobby. | saw Bobby walk inside 
the room. 

“Dad? It’s me, Bobby.” He says as Jame’s face lit up with tears and hugged him. “My 
baby boy 

...” James said. | was glad Bobby was able to finally meet him. 


A few years later, Bobby was married. James came to the wedding so | didn't go. | 
felt bad for not going but Bobby understood. | raised my son to not be like his 
father, | raised him to be gentle with women. Turns out, | did a good job at that. 
Nowadays, | still sit with my cat Bella in my new house. Hannah was still living, 
sometimes we would still chat on the phone. I’m in my early 50’s now, | was able to 
make a few award winning films thanks to my college degree. | was always the type 
who liked being alone so this was my dream. 


It was nice to see James doing okay, | am sure he’s been a changed man ever since 
but I didn’t want to give it another chance. I’m still traumatized by what happened 
back in the 90’s. | still have nightmares about him to this day. | am so happy now 
that I’m living my life to the fullest. 

My dream is to live alone with a cabin at the lake & | have completed that goal. | 
don’t have to worry about anything now, no bruises, no hits, no yelling, no more 
tears, no more painful love. 


